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Dark towers of cumulus clouds moved
through the Santa Cruz area Wednesday
and spawned sheets of rain, hail and a
small tornado which touched down on
Santa Cruz’ west side and caused
modgrate damage to a building.

Chains were required on Highways 17
and 9 near the summit. The Highway
Patrol reported 10 minor accidents on
Highway 17 and one injury accident result-
ing from the snow and slush,

Bartell’s Body Shop, 217 McPherson St.,
was hit by a twister about 5 p.m., owneg :
Chuck Fanucci reported.

“Basically, we heard the hailstorm,”” he
said. ‘“There was a tremendous roar, and
we saw all this stuff flying through the air.
Henry said, ‘I think that’s the roof.’ First
it blew one way, then it blew another, then
it blew a third direction.”

Fanucci never saw the tornado itself,
but a friend of his reported she saw a
funnel touch down near his shop at that
time, he said.

There were no injuries, and nearby
buildings had shingles torn from roofs.

The roaring winds blew out the shop’s
skylights, ripped down a rolling gate and a
garage door, and tore material from the
roof, Fanucci reported. There was no
structural damage, he said.

Small tornados have been reported oc-
casionally through the years in Santa Cruz
County, usually in the Corralitos area.

In 1978, minor damage was caused on
Walnut and Ocean streets by bursts of
winds described as “twisters.”

These were not true tornados, Santa
Cruz weatherman Ron McDonald said at
the time.

However, Wednesday’s storm had all

the conditions necessary to form a true
-tornado. The towering cumulo-nimbus
clouds create violent air movement,
McDonald said, which caused hailstones
up to one-quarter inch in diameter as well
as the funnel.

Such vertical movement carries rain-
drops back up through the cloud,
sometimes several times, to gather layers
of water and freeze. Hailstones are H /
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formed in this manner, he said.
The same movement, caused by the

cold air of the cloud, can produce the
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Though McDonald did not see the fun-
nel, he said reports were consistent with a
true tornado.
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