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- By MARIA GAURA

Sentinel staff writer

SANTA CRUZ — In the past
week, Santa Cruz has seen a
machete attack on the Pacific Gar-
den Mall, a drive-by drug shooting
near the Louden Nelson Communi-
ty Center and a plague of drug-
dealers, panhandlers and menacing

loitering on city streets.
gople are frightened by the
wave of violence. Dozens of them
crowded the City Council Chamber
Tuesday night to demand action.

Parents said they have taken
their children from the day-care
mﬁer at the Nelson Center, fearing

drug-related gunplay.
Moﬁhers told of being sexually
harassed “by a group of very
stoned men” as they arrived at the
center to pick up their children.
Merchants spoke of being harassed
as they walked on the Mall, and
told stories of customers deserting
the area because they didn’t feel
safe. l‘éople spoke of being afraid to

walk m wn town.

: é n:I%s and rights of the
bf j 1ty now are being stepped on
' minority,” said Clark
1Eﬁdnruiu ‘owner of the Pacific
, Company on the Mall
%é Jity Council wﬂl find itself
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City violence brings prote:

Police crack down on I\/IaII

By TOM LONG
Sentinel staff writer

SANTA CRUZ — Police turned
on the heat on the Pacific Garden
Mall Tuesday.

Four days after three people
were injured when one man at-
tacked another with a machete in
the midst of a sidewalk sale — on
the morning The Sentinel ran a
story on crime and other troubles
along this city’s supposed shopping
paradise — the Santa Cruz Police
Department doubled the number of

officers walking a beat along the
Mall and instructed officers work-
ing other beats to cruise by the
downtown area as well.

By noon, people along Pacific Av-
enue were acutely aware of the
increased number of blue uni-
forms.

here today,” one woman com-
mented to her companion as they
walked along Pacific Avenue.

At the corner of Cooper Street
and Pacific Avenue, a large police

truck was parked up on the s’ide—
walk in front of Pacific Western
Bank.

A half-block away, a motorcycle
cop was writing up two bicyelists.
’ At the north end of the Mall two
oﬁicers 'stood by while a third
| handed a ticket to a man on roller

“Boy, there sure are a lot of cops i skates.

"We’mh'ymataaddalmblt
more presence down there,” said
mmmcwsteveﬁem

7

with an empty downtown eventu-
any E1)

Mayor John Laird agreed that
issues of drug use and violence are
“beginning to really affect our city.
No one considers violence, drug
sales or drug use a civil rights;
issue.”

Laird said that police have addﬁ “
patrols, and that undercover oper-
ations are cracking down on the
drug trade. He urged residents to
speak out and let lawbreakers .

know “what is ofwhat is not toler-
able” in this city.

“How much more outrage do you
need?” demanded city resident
Jean Adams, gnsnnjng to the au-
dience,

* At an earlier sessio! e Obuncﬂ

mm one diy”pnrk,

to begin work on solving the prob-
lems on the Mall.

‘Until recently, SCMM was
- one of the easiest places in town to

buy marijuana. Police crackdowns
squelched the trade temporarily,
but Tuesday night the Council
unanimously approved a plan to
clean up the area for good.

“We want to reduce the oomplamts
about dmg dealing, drinking and.
1g, with drug dealing
being the main target.”

He said the increased enforce-
ment was coincidental to the news
story, and had been planned for
some time.

Along with sporadic violent con-

frontations, the downtown area —
particularly the south end of the
Mall — has become a hotbed of
narcotics dealing over the past
month. Things have become so in-
tense that some public phone
booths have been removed to dis-
courage dealers using the Mall as
an office.

Still, while the roller-skater was
being cited, a man with long black
hair carrying a backpack walked

‘up first one side of Pacific Avenue

then down the other, offering to sell
“pot” to whoever fit his customer
criteria.

A few minutes later, a man in a
tie-dyed outfit who was carrying a
backpack was told by the police
officer to move along &mm
he’'d claimed in front of a cl

chnan

Gaavpe.

The man walked backward down
the sidewalk, gesturing at the
crowd seated on the benches eating
lunch, yelling back at officers,

“These people are loitering! These

people are hiteﬂng!"

Mﬂl,saidhehadbemwﬂns

_phone calls all day from people who

had read his comments on the Mall
situation in Tuesday’s story. He
smd he appreciated the show of
force from the city, but questioned
how long it would last.

“I hate to see things happen and
then the police reaction comes the
very next day,” Krzywicki  said.
“How long will it last? It should
have been happening all along.”

Krzywicki also said he didn’t
think ticketing bicyclers was going
to effect any great change on the

Mall, and that he worried that

some innocent homeless people

would be affected = by the
cmckdown

Whﬂetdking two men 1
bandanasandbluekansca&mlnto

the store. They said they were look-

ing for new boots to wear while

hopping railroad trains.
“It’s time to hit the rails,”

said. “Come back in the winter.” e
| boots.
Krzywicki said they were regtﬂar;:

Neither man bought

window shoppers.

“I'm sure we’ll arrest some (Mé
the troublemakers) and then: 'some

others will be deterred and
elsewhere,” Belcher predicted.
“I'm not sure where they’ll

Some will go to jail, some will go to

g%%r areas of town and some will

up and leave town altogether,”

Belcher said
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