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By STEVE STROTH
STAFF WRITER

Developers of the Landmark

Industrial Park are growing

impatient with the ongoing
negotiations between Watson-
vi and Santa Cruz County
officials, who are trying to

settle the county’s legal chal-

lenge to the project.

Watsonville developer Scott
Johnson said this morning he is
pleased with the effort each
side has made, but he’ll consi-
der the issue ‘‘unsettleable” if
it is not resolved after two more

: meetings.

“If it’s not settled within a
Wy short period of time, then
there won’t be any reason for us

to talk anymore,” he said.

Johnson said plans for devel-

~ opment of the property have to

be kept on hold because of the

delays of continued unresolved

_negotiations.

 “The delay hurts us more

than anybody else,” he said.
Meanwhile, there is still hope

for a resolution to the dispute,

cw county and the developers

e been meeting regularly

. since county supervisors sued

thscnty July 26.
supervisom cmm cer-,
~tain traffic and howm

- tions had reached an impa

Representatives from the at the last meeting after a * hﬂ

No agreement yet
in Landmark talks

b 5 g
impacts were not adeq 1
addressed by the City Cou
before it approved the ct
in June. City officials counter

they were adequately dealt with

during the review process.

Though city and county nlﬁ‘ |

cials have been tight-lipped
about the progress in negotia- -

tions, both have said they are
hoping for a settlement. ;

“Obviously we’re hoping that
there won’t be a lawsuit,”
Mayor Ann Soldo said this
morning. “I’m hoping for just
one more meeting to settle
this.”

However, Johnson is not mﬂte

as optimistic.

“I don’t see it as being mlte

that close,”” he said. i

“We are close enough to
talking, but there is stil
significart philosophical

ence over who will have control

over what happens inside the

city of Watsonville,” John )
said. 5
He said he thought ne;

over” between the two sides.
But both sides want to set a
ﬁuﬂng date for sometixne next
Mﬂ!

court papers answering

county’s challenge in {wpex

that a seﬁtlement c%; be
‘reached soon. s
- City officials had- vunj;ll Sept. 6

' (exactly 30 working days after

the suit was filed) to file a

response. That filing date has
been postponed, according to
‘Attorney Don Haile. ‘
wouldn’t discuss the

details of the negotiations when
asked about the progress Tues-
ay. But he did say the two
S are working toward a

ent.
Me had been some dehys
in meetings between the feuding
s because Soldo was not
to attend several meeginga

- said.
Ahu. Johnson and his part-
ﬁhuck Allen, were out of

st week.
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