Graniterock celebrates a
century of quality service

By KELLY ALTSHULER
REGISTER-PAJARONIAN STAFF-WRITER

WATSONVILLE — The walls of
the Granite Rock Company corpo-
rate headquarters in Watsonville are
strewn'with plaques and certificates
honoring the business with awards
in overall excellence, school-busi-
ness partnerships, technical achieve-
ments and cutting-edge approaches
to high performance business re-
sults. It also takes the number 19 slot
on the 2000 Fortune magazine list of
the “100 Best Places to Work in
America.”

Distinguished as California’s
oldest — and one of its largest —

construction material suppliers -

and contractors, with 695 team
members and locations in Watson-
ville, Salinas, Gilroy, Hollister, Aro-
mas, Felton, San Jose, Redwood
City, Santa Cruz, Seaside and
South San Francisco, Graniterock
purchased its first piece of land
near Aromas in December 1899
with plans to open a quarry.

Now, 100 years after its Feb. 14
1900 incorporation, Graniterock
celebrates its centennial anniver-
sary in San Francisco Sunday and
Monday, marked with a speech by
former President George Bush on
the “Challenges of the Next Amer-
ican Century.”

“Having become familiar with
the company’s history, I think it's
the people that have carried Gran-
ltarock successfully throughout

‘the past century,” says Graniterock
Mﬁketmg Services Manager Keith
Severson. “A.R. Wilson, the com-

‘pany’s founder, was a man of vi-

supported by technological inno-
vation. His values are very much

alive today in Graniterock: con-;

cern that customers receive a qual-
ity product, that communities ben-
efit and prosper as the company
grows, and that Graniterock peo-
ple always be respected as fnends
and family.”

In addition to the Wilsor-Wool-
pert family, many others have their
histories woven throughout the
quarry and the company itself, Sev-
erson says. “It's great to see peo-
ple take ownership of their jobs.”

Constructing a history
Graniterock’s quarry, a deposit
of high quality granite along the

Photos courtesy of Graniterock
President George H. W. Bush, above left, presents
the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award to
Graniterock president & CEO Bruce W. Woolpert
as Secretary of Commerce Barbara Franklin looks
on. Photo at left: Graniterock’s Pavex Construction
Division building Stanford University’'s main
entrance roadway, Palm Drive. The Stanford project
was completed in record short time and received
landscaping awards for its finished appearance.
Photo below: 1900 mining with sledgehammers
and picks.
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