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Busnap suspect 'l‘homu Benton Wilson s
Friday for arraignment on charges of kidnaping
theft auto. Wilson held 63 hostages at the Ba
Wednesday after hijacking a bus in Santa Cru
The Sentinel’s Neil Hanshaw) -
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In Court
Tuesday

. Thomas Benton Wilson, who
held 83 persons hostage at a
religious retreat . in Bonny
Doon, is scheduled to appear in
court Tuesday to enter a plea to
53 felony charges, including
kidnaping, false imprisonment
and grand theft.

Looking slightly ill at ease,
Wilson appeared in court Fri-
day afternoon for his arraign-
ment.

He was handed a formal
complaint charging him with 47
counts of false imprisonment,
five counts of kidnaping and
one count of grand theft.

A special allegation of using
a firearm during commission of
the crimes has also been added.

His attorney, John Borher,
asked for a continuance to
enter a plea in the case.

Wilson spoke only once dur-
ing the brief proceeding to an-
swer “yes’” when Municipal
Court Judge Richard Kessell
asked if he wanted Bohrer, a
Kublic defender, to continue as

is attorney.

Wilson sat stiffly as news
photographers and cameramen
took his picture before the
court hearing. His hair ap-
peared rumpled and he looked
unshaven.

Wilson was arrested Wedn
day night after he hijack
ty bus and the driver

pe
hostage, then peleased the
group-by-groupuntil only fiv
ed.



