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Boys Club In'Operation

Mr. and Mrs. John Mallery
are going to affect the lives of
thousands of youngsters in San-
ta Cruz.

They are giving close to $200,-
_ 000, the price of a sumptious
yacht, 'or status in society, or
glittering jewels — toward the
. building and operation of a Boys
Club in this city.

What is a Boys Club?

Last week I drove to San Jose
to visit one which has been in
operation since 1944.

Talked to the man who found-
ed it and who has been execu-
. tive directive all this time—a
Harry Slonaker.
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Physically, the club here is a
building, neatly landscaped.
Inside there is a large room

filled with billiard tables, ping-
pong, table shuffle boards™ and
other games.

It is noisy inside, which

means the place is filled with
kids.

There is a library with excit-
ing books.

During school sessions some
20 San Jose State college teach-
er training students volunteer
their time in the evenings to
help club members with their
home work. Both sides benefit.

There is a crafts room with
modern and professional wood-
working machinery, and a pro-
fessional there to guide mem-
bers.

Eight hundred youngsters
from eight through 17 years
hold membership cards which
- cost 50 cents a year.

These cards are valuable,

_ They admit the member to the
club (and if one is forgotten,
the substitute is one handful of
litter from the street).

That 50 cents will give mem-
bers access to all the facilities,

* gym equipment, the works,

The hours are made for kids,
3 pam. to 9 pm. daily except
Sunday, and during the summer,
open at 9 am.

Slonaker said an average of
200 youngsters use the place
every day during the winter and
about 100 during the summer.
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They call him “Uncle Harry"
and the shouts of greeting rang
through the games room in
wholesale lots as we walked in.

“We have established the en-
vironment that this is their
place,

“They keep it clean and serve
on committees and as officers
in the club,” he said.

And so they grow.

Santa Cruz is ripe.

It is no longer a town where
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the kids know the policemen, | Izan
the corner grocer — how many | trie
kids know a clerk in the super- | wha
market chain? !
There are strangers every-| on
where — nameless faces. avi
Slonaker said: “Gone is the :;’Iif
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day when a neighborhood boy
guilty of some prank and mis-| S
chief is told: ‘Johnny, I will
speak to your dad about this.

“Today, the adult’s reaction
would be: “You punk, I'll call
the cops!”

The Mallerys will deal a blow
tio lonliness and idleness for lit-
erally thousands of kids in the
future.

So much of the time our kids
are priced out of their enviorn-
ment of everyday fun.

Everything — even a day on
a state park beach cost 50 cents.

The Santa Cruz Boys Club —
and ‘the talk is that it will be |2

ready by Christmas or early | tha
next year, — is good. Wh
Thank you, Mr, and Mrs, Mal- | “Er
lery. ! 2
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