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 that’s fit to print ... andpnntand
. and print.
ice say they're tired of — and

utrou mrs'u i
wvarious media, roam the city
i g for transients to beat.
~ “It seems to me the story was cov-
M very well by The Sentinel during
o '?me these events were happen-
says Police Chief Jack Bassett.

~ about a series of random beatings of
transients, followed by the sale of
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'A CRUZ — It’s a case of all the

ed by—-bherehashmgofamryv

refers to stories last September

Buster” T-shirts at a downtown

olice say old news isn
hred of froll-bus

thousandreportedly sold in a matter of
days.

The attacks on transients t00, most-
lyoccurreddurmgashortperiodoi
,tlme after the story about the T-shirts.

“Then everything died out,” says
Bassett, until late October when a Los
Angeles Times came up and
interviewed Bassett, Detective Sgt.
Bill Aluffi and others in town about the

“I told him (th.e'reporter), 1 thought
it was very peculiar that the Los An-

* geles Times would want to do a story

‘that was old news,” says Bassett.

Reporter Eric Bailey did do the story
and it was prominently dlsplayed in the
Times.

 “After that, we were deluged by
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pick up their local newspaper and read: youths :

_ half dozen calls right away f

be found, the crew filmed a pm
e of the T-shirts.

“It was like E.F. Hutton ...
L.A. Times speaks, everybody lis
adds ‘Aluffi. The Times story w.
across the eountry : >

Readers in Mankato, Minn., cou O

t find a T-shirt. Of the th

irts supposedly sold in Santa M
says he’s only seen two being

day's coverage was nothing

‘regurgatation of old news. I
hat ers the media to come

ing to the story: “Gangs
armed with sticks and bats 2
,mm less street people i

the message that

“Troll Buster T-shirts disp
boozed-out bum in the cen
slashed red circle are being sp
residents of this coastal resort;
hostility toward vagrants has &
over into at least 19 attacks on dr
police said Friday.”

Right away, the phones beg:
ing at the Police Department. ‘

Bay Area TV stations and ev
CBS News in New York,” he
San Francisco-area TV crews
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