opinion s

<back away. from supporting Light-
- house Field as the . best site for a
gnew.museum sttt et
- “4T'm pleased-people were willing
‘to.take another meeting.to’ consid.

" er other sites;”’ said Councilwoman |

Katherine Beiers,:a member of: the
task force and staunch opponent of
_building on Lighthouse Field, ‘
o Going#into':Wednesday’'s‘ meet-
ing, the task forceas'a‘whole'had
ranked Lighthouse Field as the site
that met the the‘majority:of:crite-

ria' established for building a suc- '

cessful natural history museum. !
+The only. stickingipoint/was: the
category for successfully ~alleviat-
i ing/neighborhood and community

' c’qncerns. On that point, :the;task*
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 least:some ‘task force members to

m } ;

i Pelton Avenue ‘and :West': :

| Drive, ‘'The people in'this commut: "=
:/nity ‘worked. too: hard to’ be:bitten
i in. the:butt:by: people’ who should .. "

ok

i be on their side.’ 175445 g0y
‘Task force, members knew: even
. considering' ' Lighthouse::Field —
. would be controversial:Santa Cruz

i residents spearheaded a successful

"crusade .to_save’ Lighthouse Field ».
' from development 25 years age
“when ' a “seven-story: convention
center was in the planning Process:

g A _bu11ding isa’ building ista
" building,”"!saidJim Basye.¢lt
. doesn’t:matter.: That:place hassa _
' soul, and yow'll kill iit. ... And.you ./
; can never bring:that. place back

Please see MUSEUM — BACK PAGE.,

Continued from Page Al
once you Kkill it.”

The natural history museum is
bursting at the seams in its current
location on East Cliff Drive. After
six weeks of work, the task force
had narrowed: its final list of choic-
es to four sites in addition to Light-

house Field:

@ A parcel off Delaware Avenue

in Natural Bridges State Park.
@ The old depot lot on

the county near 7th

Gulch.

® A piece of land at UC Santa
the arboretum and

Cruz between

the farm and garden.

On April 29, task force members

will take a closer look at the

rail depot site, as well the one near
Arana Gulch. Both had supporters
although the City

Council has said it won't consider

at the meeting,

a site outside Santa Cruz city.

IMuseum site

Washing-
ton Street that the city hopes to
buy for a park and a parking lot.

e A privately owned parcel in
Avenue and
Brommer Street next to Arana

pately, the Santa Cruz Mu-
Association will decide what
e task
sommendation. That deei"’
Ao come on May 13, but
itional task force meeting

The crow rned
Wednesday made it clear.
task force that any of the
would be better than Lighth:
Field. L

“The whole idea of destroying
hature to create a monument to
natural history, I think that speaks
for itself,” said Barry Dumont.

One of the most important crite-
ria in the formula used by the task
force to pinpoint a location is that
it must already be drawing sizable
crowds of tourists and locals alike.

Museum association president
Jean Gervais has said that’s be-
cause the proposed museum would
be too small to be a “destination
gite” like the Monterey Bay Aquar- .

old

ium.
through admission charges and

_is finding a.
_ ‘nated for

Tstate park- ‘or ¢city-owned land.

‘having to buy the land:would be
“too much. e

_ Lighthouse Field fit the bill on
‘many categories, but speaker after

7115 to 9:15 p.m.

And the museum has to draw a
lot of visitors to help sustain it

gift-shop pqlfghases, said Gervais.
Anether important consideration

e that would be do-

museum, such as a

~ Gervais said the association is
committed to raising $6 ~million to |
build and furnish the museum, but .

speaker echoed the comments of
one woman on Wednesday:
“You're going to have the biggest
fight of your life ]
with this.”

'The April 29

Community Cen ! 1o
amount of time willbe set aside for
additional public comments so the
task force can consider ‘its recom- .
‘mendation. L



