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Fire inspections will be
resumed by Aptos firemen this
week.

The decision was made
Tuesday night by the district’s
board of directors after a seven

member  committee was -
established by the board to
examine  the inspection

procedures used by firemen in
checking commercial buildings.

Led by board vice-chairman
Stewart Davis, the committee
will be comprised of seven
members—Davis, director Don
Eddlemon, two representatives
from the Aptos Council of Im-
provement Associations, two
people from the business com-
munity, Aptos fire fighters
association president Jim Kerr
and Fire Captain Bob Thompson,
who wrote the inspection manual
now being used by firemen.

Last week, nearly 200 people
turned out for a public meeting on
the department’s code en-
forcement and complaints
centering on the inspection of the
Poor Clares convent. Tuesday,
just two residents not connected
with the fire department showed
up at the meeting.

. Formation of the committee

was proposed by board chau'man
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Richard Duchscher The meet-
ings, under a recently-amended
state law, are public. The first
meeting will be held Tuesday,
Feb.3,7: 30pm attheAptosflre
statlon. 4" 3‘ R

The department .is now faced
with a March 15 inspection by the
Insurance Services Office to see
if the district has improved
service to the point that it can
qualify for a lower fire insurance
rating. Since the board ordered
inspection suspended in mid-
December, firemen have been
worried that they won’t be able to
complete the cormnercxa]-type
mspectlons before the 1S0 engm-
eers arrive, - - S

Chinn now feels that if the
weather remains good, the in-
spections can be comgleted in
another two weeks.

The department is still gomg to
be graded down on the fire pre-
vention program, not because of
present inadequacies in the in-
spections or records, but simply
because the ISO requires three
years of records for max!mum

:4 #

“We'll be hit fairly h vﬂy for
not having three years of
records,” Chinn said Wednesday
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purposes, the district is rated at

class 9 and merchants are paying
staggering fire- insurance bills.
Residents are formally rated at a

class 8 because the department

has shown that it can furnish 200

gallons of water for 20 minutes at

a suburban re51dentxal fire

Scene. 7+

.Chinn hadn’t planned on an ine
spection for another two years, a
period he felt the district could
drop to a class five. But he was
approached by ISO’ engineers
who will be grading Scotts Valley
soon with the idea of inspecting
now, dropping the commercial
insurance rate, and then a partial
inspection two years from now
when the water supply has been
improved, giving further credit.

The best rating Chinn hopes to
receive from the March inspec-
tion is a class 7, which results in
significant commercial fire in-
surance premium decreases.

Davis said the first thing his
comm1ttee will be doing is
“‘examine the existing policies
and procedures on fu-e mspec
tion.”

He rejected a suggestmn by
Duchscher that they should also
look again at the fire code. “It
(Continued on page 2)
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