‘Mother N
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By MARK BERGSTROM -

: Sentinel Staff Writer
' SANTA CRUZ — It was an electrifying
night for some; a bothersome one for

ms as a thunderstorm hurled lightning =

and peals of thunder at Santa Cruz
County.
- ?he storm was the talk of the town this
~ morning, with many comparing notes on
the spectacular show and others complain-
'h?about their lack of sleep.
owerful thunder cells, spawned by a
combination of warm Indian Summer
weather and moisture moving up from
co, moved in just before 2 a.m. and lit
skies andshookthegroundtormore
3 two hours.
i Lightning strikes started about a dozen
- small brush and timber fires in the county,
‘according to Carl Kent, information of-

in ] elmn

, mecounty he said. No injuries

ghming alsostruck Central FimDisv
: s ‘Thurber Ianestntionwhiﬂeﬁte-

city meter blown up. The bolt ap-
3 mlﬂy hit the service line and traveled
j to the meter.
Fires were reported in Hinkley Basin
- above Nisene Marks State Park, on Laurel
 Glen Road, Bear Creek Road, Smith
 Grade and on Jamison Creek Road above
Boulder Creek.

- A helicopter was called in this morning
‘_'f'ﬁdump buckets of water on three fires
~ which merged off Jamison Creek Road in
~a remote canyon not far from Monday’s
. Pine Mountain forest ﬁre in Big Basm
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i 27 strikes were ..reearded wer- | :
‘although atl«_eastonthome

keep a keen eye on his gaug ‘
Thisnwming,hethwgh v ‘
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His eyes  weren't laying
of his children was. Abitofdetec
and MacDonald found that
jokester had filled up the gauge. W
garden hose. To maintain pe

bmkeoutearlyhﬁmdax ight, was !
by a'tree £a}lin3mapmr!ine
The t of Forestry w

said. ‘“They will smoulder for day:
underground or cooking in the trees.

as the temperature goes back up '
humidity drops, the flre breaks out,” he
explained.

The unusual lightning displa
out brave crowds, including a
end of Rockview Drive, who ‘‘oohed”
“aahed” as if it were the Fourth



about 15 minutes of continuous

mred power outages were reported
Mout thegnorthern.part of the coun-'
ty. Inoperative signals plus.rain-glicked
Mmade the drive to work.difficuls: thig, 3

- 3nor injury accident near Blake
Mnd Manor blocked both directions
of on Highway 9 during this morn-

~ The National Weather Service reported
that the storm brought thunder, lightning'
and a smattering of rain over a wide area

- from King City to Mount Tamalpais in

Marin County. The storm provided a spec-

tacular show over San Francisco’s Golden

Gate and Bay bridges.

Forecasters this morning were calling
for a chance of showers this morning with
a high of 82 for the Santa Cruz area. Skies

t were expected to clearvthls aftemoon and
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vMacDonald Treported. :
‘Rainfall reports for 24 hours en

a.m. today, and including the sea o'’

totals (since July 1) and those of 1
at this time, are as follows:
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