reaching

- By JENNIFER KOSS
$TAFF WRITER

Stx days a week the sun

‘comes up on a long, white truck
trundling slowly up and down.
huw Oak’s streets.

: Frequently the truck clanks
tp a halt and its driver — a tall,

headed fellow jumps
to retrieve the bundled
'Spapers and bagged jars
ans stacked on the curbs
"his route. The words
ted on the side of the truck
match those on the heavy, plas-
‘doated bags: Live Oak
bside Recycling.

or 3l-year-old Dave Davis,
ling is not just a job, it’s
ay of life. He’s worked eight
a_day, Monday through
Saturday, for the past two years
to. éét Central County Garbage’s
reeycling program off the
S¥ound

1 do. anything within my
ower and my abilities to try to
convince you that you should
recycle,” he said.

Davis’ efforts are paying off,
ding to senior county
er Dan deGrassi. Partici-
\,'n in the curbside recy-
¥  program has increased
from about 15 percent one year
ago-to 40 percent today, he said.
That translates into 1,500 house-
holds of the 3,500 in the service
area extending from Santa Cruz
to Capitola and Highway 1 to
the ocean. ‘

In 'terms of waste materials,

Davis said he’s collected about .

ene: million pounds since
pregram started — 400,000
f'u"st year and 600,00

d, but that’s not eno
‘; L'm just never satisfie

“I’'m always 1

foranore.”
‘ ugh recycling
se; environmentally, 5

participation is need
make sense econo
said. However, he

alone v
“%ﬁs not how much moﬂey

y we're saving that m
g difference,” he said.
7is figures he retrieves
$1,000 worth of mate

dumped into the Buena:
landfill.

Lou Chelone, one of the four

1 500 households

)

es not so isure ‘a higmat'
cipation rate would move
it into the black.
_ /Davis is handling about ‘s
~ mamy recyclables as he can‘at
this point, Chelone said, s¢ a-
higher partlclpatlon rate woild
mean acquiring another trifek
and. driver. It costs the cem-
pany about $55 an hour to oper-
ate such a truck, he added. ¢’
- Neither is-Chelone persuaded
zhat ‘the curbside recycling pro:
; become a

‘n*t helped. Where bef@: é?ﬁ
-used to get 15 cents a gaﬁo fer
itsed ' motor oil, Chelone said
he’s had to pay 20 cents . ak«
gallon to get rid of it in t
month or two.

Scrap metal, which: ence
braught $38 a ton, has

GREEN SH7ET
May 14, 1986



