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Civic Leader, Merchant
Began SC Career In '92
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Samuel  Leask Sr., vener-
able Santa Cruz merchant
and civic leader, died yester-
day afternoon at the age of
102.

His death in his home at
120 Green street, ended a

career that spanned the cen-
turies from the Victorian age to
the space age, from a rock-bare
croft (farm) near Aberdeen, Scot-
land, to Santa Cruz, where he
fqunded what was to become the
city’s largest department store.

' Mr. Leask’s death came quietly
at 1:15 p.m., following a week

daughter, Mrs. R. P. Franklin,
was present at the time of death.
The road that led to the mod-
ernized department store at' the
corner of Church street and Pa-
cific avenue began in 1874, when
Mr. Leask left the family farm
to apprentice as a “draper” in
2| Aberdeen, After four years’ ap-
b | prenticeship, he secured a job as
bl a draper’s clerk in London and
in 1883 took passage for the Unit-
ed States. 3
He was employed in Boston
and Memphis before reaching
California in 1884. In 1885 he
joined Charles Ford and com-
| pany in Watsonville and was
employed there seven years he-
fore coming to Santa Cruz.
Mr. Leask estatblished a home
in Watsonville and brought his
widowed mother and his sister
over  from Scotland. His sister
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Who established the apple cider
iness still carried on by mem-
pers of the Martinelli family.
Early in 1892, Mr. Leask aequir-
d the former Seaside Store in
anta Cruz, which he opened in
irtnership in June of that year.
* Twas during. ghis,

Neary L

Plans for a “15 million Qevel-
opment” at Neary lagoon w1_11_ be
a long time comipg to fruition,
city officials predicted today. :

rs of the 44-acre parcel,
Bo%m%i Creek contractor Gerald
McGuire and Kelly Wood of Fel-
ton, announced d_evelog)ment
‘plans Saturday. Mc‘G“rulre said the
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of gradually failing health. His ||

later married Stephen Martinelli, |
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Proposal Faces
Uphill Battle

|
visory” approval of the develop-
ment’s concept, but such approval

;

Samuel Leask Sr.

that he married the former Clara
Johnson of Watsonville.

His public service began about
1899, when he was appointed to
serve on a committee to secure
financial assistatnce from the
Carnegie foundation to build a
public library in Santa Cruz

This and later endeavors led
to the construction of the pres-
ent library. Mr. Leask served
as a library trustee for 40 years,
He also served as a member
of the school board from 1906
to 1909 and again from 1911
to 1914.

~He was named by Gov. C.,C.
Young in 1929 to a commission’
to survey educational conditions
in’the state. 3 :

is against city policy.

of the board of freeholders to
write a charter for the city of
Santa Cruz and was instrumental
in negotiations in 1909 which
brought about partial relief from
a $265,000 judgment which Jjeop-
ardized the title of the city water
works,

Mr. Leask never sought nor
held paid political office. On the
state level, he had served as a
member of the first board for

| minimum wages for women and

the park commission. In the lat-
ter role, he was instrumental in
establishing the Henry  Cowell
Redwoods State park (Big Trees)
at Felton.

Locally, he was a member,
along with his wife, of the com-
mittee which led to the found-
ing of the Visiting Nurses asso-
ciation. He also was a member
of the Odd Fellows and the Elks.

In addition, he had the distinc-
tion of being the oldest member
of the Commonwealth Club of
San Franeisco.

Mr. Leask had served as presi-
dent of the California Retail Dry
Goods association and during the
years of World War I as a mem-
ber of the board of exemption,
the draft board of that day.

He was a director of the San-
ta Cruz Boach company for 50
years and a director of the
Santa Cruz Lumber company
during its formative years.

Active well into his 90s, Mr.
Leask eagerly followed the
growth of the community he
helped build from a village .in
the 1890s to the booming city it
is today. A 100th birthday recep-
tion in 1961 found him still ac-
tive and alert. the recipient of

The city general plan proposes

accolades from leading mer-
~Mr. Leask’s wire died i To=7.
He is survived by all his children,

four sons and a daughter. They
are Samuel Leask Jr. of Sacra-
mento; Haswell and Sherwood
Leask, both of Waterford; James
B. Leask of Santa Cruz and Mrs.
R. P. Franklin (Margaret .Leask)
of San Carlos. In addition, he
is survived by a niece, Mrs. Anna
Martinelli Dondero of Stockton,
10 grandchildren and 24 great-

andchildren.

nguneral services will be at 2
p.m. tomorrow in Wessendorf and
Thal chapel, with the Rev. Thom-
as D. Ewing of First Pv_esby’cgr-
ian church officiating. Private in-
urnment will follow in IOOF cre-

.since the 1960 census, California’s
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California
Offticially
Top State

Washington (®.—California re-

ceived official recognition’ today
as the No. 1 state in population.
But it is ahead of New York only
because of the military men sta-
tioned there, the Census Bureau
said. :
In its annual estimates of state
populations, the Census Bureau
said California’s population on
July 1 was approximately 18,084,-
000 compared with 17,915,000 for
New York.

It said New York retains the
No. 1 position on the basis of civ-
ilian population alone — 17,870,
000 to California’s 17,749,000, The
difference between these figures
and the total population repre-
sents armed forces in- the two
states.

New York had been the largest
state in population since the cen-
sue of 1910. Pennsylvania led in
1890 and 1900.

California has claimed the No.
1 ranking for some time. A year
ago, the Census Bureau’s annual
estimate showed California in
front by a nose.
The bureau

estimated that

population has increased by 2.4
million while New York’s popula-
tion has grown by 1.1 million,
The natiohal population in- 4
creased 2.7 million over the past
12 months and on July 1 it was
191,334,000, the bureau estimated.
In the ranking of states, Texas
displaced Ohio as No. 5. Florida
moved from 10 to 9, replaci

Ma§§'achusetts.
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o World: ‘m o
ed towbe
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Nashville,
doughboy hero of
Sgt. Alvin York, appear
losing ground today in
battle with ill health.
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he lagoon be used for beach
;arking and a heliport. Develop-
ment of the sewage treatment
plant will leave less than half the
present lagoon unused, however.

matory. :
Leask’s department store will
be closed tomorrow in memory
of its founder.
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