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Seascape Vandalism a
Community-Wide Problem

by Joel Moreno

wo Aptos
teenagers arrest-
ed on felony van-
dalism charges
at the Seascape
shopping center fit a
growing pattern of youth-
ful offenders, the supervi-
sor of the sheriff’s special
enforcement team said.

Sergeant Len Lofano of
the Santa Cruz County
Sheriff’s Office said he
observed the juveniles
etching the glass panes of
storefronts at the Sea-
scape Village Shopping
Center on the night of
December 10.

Lofano said he and his
partner recognized both
ybuths from previous inves-
tigations of vandalism
reports. The 15-year-old
was awaiting a court

appearance for an arrest in
October on almost two

tagging. The sergeant said
both juveniles fit a pattern
of compulsive graffiti tag-
ging, drug use and inade-
quate parental supervision
after hours.

Altogether, 42 windows
from 15 businesses at the
Seascape shopping center
were etched by the pair
with rocks. They scratched
their tag names—TWEEK-
ER and MORG—as well as
what appeared to be scrib-

sbles into the glass panes.

“It was mostly window
etching. There was some
magic marker stuff done.
There were some mirrors
that were defaced,” said
Chuck Holcomb, who man-
ages the shopping center.

Holcomb estimates the
damage is over $6,000.
Among the businesses
affected were Palapas
Restaurant, Village Cycle
Sports, Holcomb Real
Estate, Maggies Clothing
and Seascape Flowers and
Antiques.

“We do our best to keep -

our shopping center looking
neat and clean and tidy and
presentable to the general
public every way we can,”
Holcomb said.

He added his insurance
company will determine
whether to pursue mone-
tary damages from the sus-
pects or their guardians.

The cost of vandalism
affects more than just the
business owner, as they are

“We’ve had ' security
guards on site for some
time,” Holcomb said. “We’ve
also had a very close associ-
ation’ with the sheriff’s
office.” ’

Lofano claimed that the
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< herlff’  officers

graffiti and vandal-
ism say there are cer-
tain habits common
to most taggers which helps law
enforcement in identifying and
arresting them,
 Sergeant Len Lofano, special
enforcement team supervisor for
the sheriff’s office, described
three main, types of tagging tha
Joceurs in the county: gang graf-
_ fiti, tagging graffitr and peacers
. Gang graffiti is
. tonal marker

deface thh thelr. 1t

_working on cases of

often a tern

gers, the more "wéll‘s' they '_
the more

sheriff’s special enforce-
ment team has made just
about every arrest in felony
vandalism cases ‘in the
county this year. Lofano,
who testifies as a gang
expert periodically in court,

said his special enforce-
ment team is specifically
trained to handle gang
enforcement and graffiti
problems. He and the two
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increased security and
other counter measures to

dozen incidences of vandal-
ism. The officers also sus-
pected the 17-year-old’s
involvement in graffiti van-
dalism in other parts of
Aptos. Lofano described the
alleged vandals as “addict-

protect their workplace.
The costs are eventually
born by the consumer.
Steven Marburg, owner
of Village Cycle Sports, said
the shopping center has
been the target of taggers
and vandals in the past. He

ed” to graffiti tagging. said it is very difficult to
“It’s a whole subculture. prevent vandalism without
It’s a real addictive an armed guard available

lifestyle,” Lofano said of

24-hours a day.

 longer high than other drugs,
-

keeps the user awake all

“They live thmugh the mght .
to ex1stmg in the
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Seascape Vandalism
continued from page 8

other team members have
had hundreds of hours of
classroom instruction in
addition to the lessons

learned on the beat, he

said.

Arrest Leads to
Mulitiple Criminal Charges

In the instance of a
felony vandalism charge,
Lofano said a teenage sus-
pect can expect to be physi-
cally arrested, handcuffed
and brought to juvenile
hall. If it is his first felony
offense, deputies will bring
him to the county jail for
processing, which includes
being fingerprinted, pho-
tographed and entered into
the computer system. If it
is the weekend and he is
going to be housed at juve-
nile hall, authorities must
be sure to separate the sus-
pect from other inmates
who might harm him.

Both of the arrested
teenagers were linked to
spray paint vandalism at
the Seascape Resort that
had occurred earlier in the
week. According to princi-
pal Ron Severson, they will
also be linked to a graffiti
case-at Aptos High School,
where they both attend.

The younger of the two
juveniles is awaiting a

[ Santa Cruz County Sergeant Len Lofano

=

court appearance on van-
dalism charges stemming
from an incident on October
28. He was connected to
21 acts of vandalism
throughout Seascape and
Rio del Mar, when he
allegedly scribed CDS

(Criminal Deviance
Society) and PHER (fear).
The police report noted
that the younger juvenile
was reported as a run-
away by his father.

“The parents can be
held responsible for the
monetary damage,”
sergeant Joe Hemingway
of the sheriff’s office said.

Hemingway said what
concerns him most in this
case is that a 15-year-old
caught for felony vandal-
ism in October would be
caught committing a simi-
lar crime a month and a
half later.

“It’s an attitude of defi-
ance and a disrespect for

other people’s property,”

Hemingway said. “I mean,
you can’t tell me all those
businesses they tagged
offended them personal-
ly.”

No action against the
15-year-old has been
taken by the courts on
that previous vandalism
arrest, which Tracy said
is not uncommon.

“Legally, we need to-

find some better way to
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deal with juveniles who
are involved in these very
costly crimes,” Tracy said.
Insufficient Resources

Once a deputy makes
an arrest and files the
report, juvenile vandalism
cases move on to other
law enforcement authori-
ties. Officers say that
while they can oftentimes
catch the juvenile, the
system as a whole can’t
make these teenage graffi-
ti vandals feel account-
able for their actions.

Part of the problem is
the juvenile hall facility, a
remnant of the 1970s that
can no longer accommo-
date the numbers of juve-
nile criminals being
processed.

“Our juvenile hall right
now is antiquated,”
Lofano said.

Juvenile hall doesn’t

-have any room to house

people going into the facil-
ity for non-violent crimes
because, surprisingly
eno‘ugh, the majority of
the juveniles in the facili-
ty are incarcerated for
murder or attempted mur-
der.

“Before we go out and
target a group of juvenile
criminals, I will call [juve-
nile hall] and ask how
much bed space they have
because I am restricted in
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“

how many people I can
bring up there, unless it’s
a homicide or emergency,”
Lofano said.

If Lofano could have
one tool to work with to
combat teenage vandal-
ism, it would be setting a
limitation on how late
they could be out unsuper-
vised at night.

“The biggest thing this
community can do is push
for a curfew for people
under the age of 18. If
they can’t leave, if they
can’t get out of the house
except for a legitimate
purpose...they can’t van-
dalize,” Lofano said.

Using what they have
currently, the sheriff’s
office has taken a serious
and aggressive approach
to the problem of graffiti
and vandalism. Sheriff’s
officers have made over 15
arrests this year of indi-
viduals who combined for
almost $150,000 in dam-
ages during their crime
spree.

Lofano said his team
can identify the culprit for
about 50 percent of the
total felony vandalism
cases reported to the
department.

“That doesn’t mean that
we can go out and arrest
them, but we know who is
doing it,” Lofano said. O




