Mountam
lions on
the prowl

Confrontations
possible, warns
Fish and Game
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SANTA CRUZ — _ It's summertlme, the
season when humans and mountain lions
are most likely to meet, wildlife officials

say.

wooded areas around the Santa Cruz Coun—
ty, and with good reason.

“Your area has been known for mountam
lion sightings,” said Troy Swauger, of the
Department of Fish & Game in Sacramento.

In recent years a man and a dog were
stalked by a mountain lion on the UC Santa
Cruz campus, and sightings have been re-
W from downtown Boulder Creek to

abrillo College.

“We do have signs posted in many of the
remote areas of the campus saying that li-
ons have been sighted,” said UCSC

spokesman Jim
State rangers%&?x the Pogonip
: several _moun&am hoas

Warning signs have been posted near
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Human-lion mmfrontatlons are possuble throughout the oounty, especially where the deer populatlon is heavy. .

cation Office. ed as a habitat for the animals, accordmg to children with you, pick them up 1f pmslble
The state populatmn of the species has studies by the department, said Swauger. so they don’t panic and run. Although it may
grown from 600 in 1920 to 2,000 in the 1970’s Tips the department listed to people be awkward, pick them up without bending

to an estimated 4,000 to 6,000 today roaming outdoors included: over or turning away from the mountain
Swauger said. e Do not hike alone : lion.
hat you'll find is that mounta llons ... ® Keep children close to you ® Do not crouch down or bend over.
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