=

ST

a8 =

O

N o s up its package of stories relating the

- national recession to our local pepa!mmn.

v TODAY

ho 1 hy leaving Santa Cruz County often
:2: 1s like the only answer for some local
m .
i

to escape

the recession

By DENISE FRANKLIN
Sentinel staff writer

SCOTTS VALLEY — Stuart
and Cindy Harding don’t want to
leave their 2,500-square-foot,
custom-built home in affluent
Scotts Valley Heights.

“This is one of the nicest places
I've ever lived,” said 40-year-old
Stuart, father of 2-year-old Wil-
liam and a daughter due in May.

8till,;the -Hardings-are headed to

Las Vegas.
The recession is causing this

family, and others in Santa Cruz

County, to pack up and leave for
places where the cost of living is
less and jobs are more abundant.
-Out-of work -and low on funds,
those who are relocating are opt-
ing to move themselves, rather
than hire moving companies.

“Right now there is not much
household goods moving at all,”
said Linda Malone of Atlas Van
Lines in Santa Cruz. “People can
get U-Hauls too, and if they have
lost their jobs and are moving,
they find this is a cheaper way to
move.”

Managers of local U-Haul and
Ryder truck rental outlets said
their business is up about 35 per-
cent from this time last year. And
most of this business is people
moving out of state because of

the recession, they said.
“There has been a drop in peo-

ple hiring out movers to move,’
caid Socan ’I‘nbdl.dbax, owner of Ry-

der Truck Rental in Santa Crusz,
who also provides a moving ser-
vice. “They are doing it more
themselves. My Ryder business
has picked up quite a bit. 1 am
seeing people from affluent areas
like Seascape and La Selva Beach
who are doing their own moy-
ing.

Growth in Santa Cruz C@&ﬁty
has slowed considerably, %, i
from data kept by the a};ﬁx‘t
ment of Motor Vehicles. The
number of licensed drivers in the
county grew by 4,700 between
1588 and 1989 but by only 800 be-
tween 1989 and 1990. Figures for
1991 are not yet available, but
there could be fewer than the
164,400 drivers here in 1990.

Owners of truck rental compa-
nies said recession-struck cus-
tomers are heading for Oregon
and Washington, where the cost
of living is cheaper. They also are
going to Las Vegas, said Tabata-
bai, where the economy has been
growing.

Twice as many people left the
state for Nevada, Oregon and
Washington as arrived from
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i these places, according to a report
1 March issue of the Califor-
¢ urnal

Hardings have another rea-
for choosing Las Vegas as the
. where they will open a retail
ore. Cindy’s parents live
and will provide support as
irdings get settled.
was laid off in October
8 job with Read-Rite, a com-
1at supplies the data storage
. The layoff was caused by
ization of the company,
the recession, Stuart said.
t his inability to find a $60,000
Job locally in electronic component
sales is definitely recession-related,
he said.

A s
« "I chose to look for a job in my
~field — electronic component sales
. — because if I chose to go outside
~of my field and not having direct
3 nce, I found out very quick-
g ould take a substantial salary
-cut,” he said.

: pay their bills, the Hardings
‘ decic that Stuart could not ac-
cept a job that paid less. than
- $ a year, Cindy, a registered
- Durse, chose not to look for work
because of her pregnancy. She .will
g k to work after their daugh-
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ause of the recession and
ount of layoffs in electron-
ere are so many people out
looking that employers are
1g very selective to find the per-
{son who exactly meets their quali-
“fications,” Stuart said,

« Before Christmas, Stuart con-
[tacted 15 to 20 companies, all of
‘which said there were no openings.
‘Moreover, the companies said they
aldn’t be making any employ-
‘ment decisions until after the first
‘of the year.

. Stuart put off his job search for
\the remainder of 1991, and the fam-
Aly traveled to Las Vegas for the
-holidays.

. In January, Stuart began his job
'search again. He contacted about
h tompanies, some as far away as
: ado and New York. He was a
ndidate for jobs at five com-
‘but three delayed filling
)sition, one decided not to fill
, and one turned Stuart

y have been able to manage
ially for fonr months be.-
of a generous severance
ge Stuart negotiated with his
company. But their savings
vindling and they can’t afford
t several more months for
yment to come Stuart’s way.

"ve begun to pack, have se.
real estate ggent, and have
l0Ving companies, many
‘have offered them good

» business is slow,

 good thing about

Job layoffs in
Santa Cruz County
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the recession — it hag forced him
to pursue a dream. .

“I do have an MBA and there
was always something in the back
of my mind telling me that I have
the education, why not take the
risk of starting my own business,
But because I always had a good
job that paid the bills, I never took
the risk,” he said.

Now they will, in Las Vegas,
where their mortgage will be a
quarter less than it is here and
where Cindy can find good pay
four days a month at a hospital.

And, Stuart said, although the
city population is 800,000, there’s
only one other retail water store.



