Startmg ‘shortly before 40
.m.,” February8,1933, .in. the Chi-
ese ‘Gardens, it swept also the ad-:
oining Hawaiian Gardens, a popu-
ar. dance spot -on San' Jose: ave-
ue, and the entire block bounded

It 'was“finally put-

shff fight by:four fire department
crews, from Capitola, Soquel, ‘Santa
iCruz and 'Aptos. Only- one .build-
ing, a ‘2-story. apartment and store
_tstructure,” itself partly+ «damaged,
escaped-destruction, m the burned
jarea.. :

A

Tums In Alarm :

Lulu M. Dunn_ (now_Mrs. G.. R
Blgbee) - who “was . then post-
mistress, hvmg~»dlagonally across’
the stteet ‘where “is" the . present
S. H. Rodgers drug  store, was
awakened by the flames and smoke
issuing from the new Chinese Gar-
dens, and spread the alarm.”Work
had been i in progress on the newer
dance  hall .in : preparatxon for an'
learly opening.. .

“Fortunately there was httle wmd
tirring to spread 'the ‘fire. Flames
nd embers moved southerly across
the only -open area adJommg the
urning - block. )

down. after a|

freshmentv rstand and home; Harry

Colemans shoe epair.: shop

D 5
In those pre-television days dan
ing was most popular. “Let’s go
Cap,” zalway

a single nigh

two: baby.-grand -pianos, -a. large

expensive : fixtures, ‘many -*hand-
wrought. The. maple «dance floor in
itself was ~worth several thousand
doﬁars. L

n

dance hall, after.the fire Joomed
high in the debris;».having with-

a feature: of .the*atmosphere - of
homeé-like" friendliness there.
iz One Building ‘Spared
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Loss was estxmated at over $100 -
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looks northerly 1oward the’ raﬂroad

T

1y GD TSN ki #

T

R

Hooper’s real -esta fﬁce, Walter.

resaged. a.-run to |
Capitola“for: the “dancing:: at < Ha: -
wailian Gardens,where ‘as many.as {
3500 paid- admxssmns ﬁwere sold m ‘

Then operated by a syndzcate of J
Santa” Cruzans;: 'the ‘Gardeas “lost|

quantity of valuable furniture and |’

lmrhense stone fn'eplace"-
which “stood 'at the Tear -of “the |

13—

stood the intense heat. It had‘been |

. In7the pictuve iabove, whlch

. est

'burned.area, the. fxreplace,*and tall
‘brick z,chmmey are ly ~seen,
and behind it the one/building in
the entire block which escaped, but
t without some damag;
%Across the esplanad :
«ieft is. the locatlon of todx 'S Cu-cle«‘
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