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ing offer made by Donley Gray,
an Elverta nurseryman who
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Nelson, born in slavery in
North Carolina in 1800, followed
his master first to Tennessee and
then to California, where he was
given his freedom. Nelson found
his way to Santa Cruz, where he
opened a shoe repair shop on
what is now Water street, at a
point between the present post
office and the San Lorenzo river.

To the income from his small
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who passed away in 1860, are
buried in Evergreen cemetery
not far from the spot where Sat-
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to be held. A marble stone marks
Nelson’s grave, but the exact lo-
cation of Mrs, Case’s final resting
place is not known.
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