$5 million boost for
CSC engineering

New school will bear namg of key donor Jack Baskin
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dents for the fall semester. The
school will incorporate about 450
computer science and computer
engineering students already at
the university and new electrical
engineering and applied and engi-
neering mathematics departments.
~ Ultimately, plans call for the
school to grow to about 90 faculty,
500 graduate students and 1,200 un-
dergraduates.

Baskin said he’s wanted to do it
for years. “What I'm doing in some
sense is paying back the communi-
ty, the university and the country
for what they did for me,” he said.
;a It's something I feel I'm paying
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Greenwood described Baskin as
a compassionate ‘“self-made” man
who stood out for his philanthropy
because he was willing to give to
the university despite never per-
sonally benefiting from it as a stu-
dent. “Jack Baskin is an example
of the type of immigrants that
made this country,” Greenwood
said.

The new school will not increase
the university’s overall enrollment
plans and will provide much grad-
uate instruction to Silicon Valley
students at its extension facilities
located there and at San Jose State
University.

While competing with other
nearby institutions, UCSC is trying
to complement existing programs
at other institutions, Greenwood
said. Noting the vocal support of
the school by SJSU President Rob-
ert Caret, who also spoke at the
press conference, Greenwood said
there’s always been a lot more co-
operation among schools than they
get credit for. ;

The engineering school will
eventually include additional em-
phasis in areas such as software
engineering, engineering manage-
ment and molecular biotechnology.

“This will mean a future for stu-
dents they would otherwise not
have,” said Greenwood. The chan-
cellor said she hoped to use the
money to establish a $20 million
endowment. It will, however, take
a while for the school to prove it-
self and build confidence of other
donors, she said.

In addition to Baskin’s $5 million
and a promise of $2 million in state
funding, UC Regent David S. Lee,
chief executive officer of CMC In-
dustries in Santa Clara, pledged
$100,000 to start a scholarship
fund.

At the press conference, crowded
with politicians, heads of Santa
Cruz and Silicon Valley compa-
nies, and educators, Baskin recol-
lected his mother’s regret at not
having an education and said his
father, a watchmaker, had made
sure he had a trade to fall back
upon.

‘'Although his father eventually
earned a high school diploma by
attending night school, Baskin said
he was the only one in his extend-
ed family to attend college. College
was $24 a semester and Baskin
worked to help his family pay tu-
ition at the University of Colorado
and New York University. He even-
tually became a successful housing
developer in Los Angeles, in an era
when putting up as many as four
houses a day was commonplace.
He built schools and other build-

ings as well, moving to the Penin- .

sula in 1967, where he lived until
moving to Santa Cruz in the early
*70s.

. Since then he has prodded many
projects along with financial gifts
that helped the university’s Long

Marine Laby the Elena Baskin
Child Care Center, the Cultural
Cofimcil, Shakespeare Santa Cruz,
the Cabrillo Music Festival, fﬁe
Santa Cruz County Symphony and
many other projects. i

Baskin and Patrick D. Mantey,
chairman of the UC Santa Cruz
Computer Engineering ‘D-e}baﬂ-
ment who will take over as foun-
ding dean of the new school, have
long pushed behind the scenes:to
make the school a reality. Baskin
gave $1 million in 1986, creating
the Jack Baskin Center for Com-
puter Engineering and Information
Sciences, which helped pay for
costly research laboratories study-
ing artificial intelligence, compute
animation and image processing.
He thought that would be the cata-
lyst for the school, which has al-
ways been planned for the univer-
sity. Kconomic problems, however,
delayed the implementation of the
proposal several times. ¥

Baskin told them he wanted e.tb
see it happen in his lifetime and
offered more financial backing. .

‘Pieces fell into place — the up-
turn in the state economy that I
vitalized the Silicon Valley econo-
my as well as strong support from
then-UCSC Chancellor Karl Pister,
UCSC Chancellor M.R.C. Green-
wood and University of California
President Richard Atkinson finally
resurrected the project and pushed
it__“through. s o

Baskin, 77, traced the latest turn-
ing point to two years ago, when
he, Mantey and then-Chancellor
Karl Pister were talking about the
proposed school. “I started push-
ing because he (Pister) was leav-
ing.” Pister wrote a letter to the
University f(;tfm(llaliforni::1 president
requesting approval for a new
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school “... Karl got behi
that really did it.”



