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the spray in Monterey and San-
ta Cruz counties — itchy eyes
and throats, shortness of breath,
asthma attacks, skin rashes,
headaches and even interrup-
“tions in menstrual cycles.

Many of the complaints cited
in the report came from e-mails
received by public interest
groups, phone calls and doctors’
reports, in addition to more

- than 300 formal complaints to
the state.

The state Department of Food
and Agriculture received 330
illness reports since the moth
eradication program started in
September, spokesman Steve
Lyle said.

“The spray affected people
in different ways,” said Pacific
Grove resident Mike Lynberg,
a writer and communications
consultant who compiled the
reports. “But they all had one
thing in common. It was like
nothing they had ever experi-
enced before and it happened
after the spraying.”

Anyone who has called the
state to complain of health prob-
lems tied to the pesticide spray
is urged to see a doctor and file
a formal report, which is main-
tained in a database available
to public health investigators,

-Lyle said.
“We keep a comprehensive

addresses and symptoms,” he
said. “We maintain that infor-

public health agency choose to
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thelargest infestation in the state
and has the potential to destroy
millions of dollars of crops, agri-
culture officials said.

" The state Department of Pes-
ticide Regulation and the fed-
eral Environmental Protection
Agency reviewed the pesticide
and concluded potential risks to
humans could only occur with
high levels of exposure. Howev-
er, the amount sprayed on the
Central Coast was “extremely
low” and not likely to cause
symptoms reported by several
hundred residents, according
to a Nov. 16 letter signed by
Mary-Ann Warmerdam, direc-
tor of the state Department of
Pesticide Regulation. :

“The chemicals have, in fact,
beenreviewed,” Lyle said. “And
they found the pheromone |
doesn’t kill anything. It doesn’t
even kill the moth, it only con-
fusesits mating.” -

People attending the news
conference said they’re worried
about future pesticide spray-
ing in the area, something the
state has indicated will happen,
though they haven’t pinned
down a definite date.

“The city and county need to
come up with a plan for how to
prepare for the next round of
spraying, God forbid it should
happen,” said Santa Cruz Coun-
cilman Tony Madrigal, who orga-
nized the news conference with
Councilman Ed Porter. “What is
our plan for playground equip-
ment? What is our plan for the
landscaping? Those are ques-
tions we need to be asking.”

Lyle said the state is waiting
for a' recommendation from an

“international group of scien-

tists known for their expertise
‘with the light brown apple moth
before: launchmg another round
f spraying.
} eleasedvErlday
rom the California Alliance to
Stop the Spray can be found at
www.lhope.org.

Contact Shanna McCord at 429-2401
or smccord@santacruzsentinel.com. .




