FELTON

By JAMIE MARKS
Sentinel Staff Writer
FELTON — Under an aging sycamore
tree by the banks of the Sap Lorenzo
‘River, Bob Sibley and Russell Martin are
cutting their place in history. =
The two woodsmen are painstakingly

hand sawing the supporting woo%”
for the structural renovation of the his-
toric Felton Covered Bridge. .
Like sculptors poised above a slab of
marble, the sawyers run their coarse
hands down the side of the redwood giai
feeling the telltale rings of gro

as perfect as the last, for this lumber is
destined to carry future generations
across the wooden span. S

The tools of -the trade are a Mini
‘movable sawmill powered by a Vol
wagen engine, :

%

Through the whine of the sawmi
grinding against the dense core
redwood, Sibley focuses his atte
cutting back a piece of the bark.
give him a straight edge from
cut a few more pieces before
the final one.

The last piece will be cut

breaks loose to get a can of

Ten ninutes later, the finished product

pieces of lumber, measuring 8 by
by 28-feet long, that will be use

ports on the western entryway to the
bridge. Hundreds of other different-sized
pieces are carefully stacked nearby and
many more will be cut before this project
is completed. IS PEL e

Phase 1 of the renovation is reconstruc-
tion of the bridge deck and approach

ramps. Coastwide Construction Co. won'

the bid for the $54,000 project, which
should be completed in five weeks, accord-

ing to Jeff Oberdorfer, the architeet.

Phase 2, if funded next year, will mean |
a new roof, board-and-batten siding, and |

pondering their next cut. Each cut must be

Alaskan saw. Sibley, who owns the
sawmill, and Martin, a musician turned

Aofony

oil. The chain :
saw eats up a lot of oil, explains Sibley. |

gy — all 3by 14 inches and 20 feet of

tor supplying the wood. “It’s three times
as expensive as regular (lumber), if you
can put any price tag on it.” 5
" These are virgin redwoods; they've
never been cut. No second growth here.
The rings are so compact they can barely
be counted. Sturdy with a capital “8.”

If they meet the grade, they’ll be used.
If not, they’ll be cut up and sold for some
lesser use. \

046,00 ok e ol dnutn it~ Iniaid.
from Northern California, where stands of

fite Virgin redwoods still loom, but Schultz
. Offered to locate the lumber locally and

here, in keeping with the historic

and an Alaskan saw, a
glorified name for a chain saw with a8 - ot Senovation: projept.

ugh a network of loggers, Schultz

handrails, said Oberdorfer. About theonly § |

thing not being replaced is the frame.

Coinciding with the bridge repair is |

another project to shore up the banks of
the San Lorenzo River, which will be

undertaken by the U.S. Soils Conservation |

Service and the county to the tume of
$170,000. MRS

" The riverbank was badly damaged by |

the torrential rains of 1982.

Why all the fuss over this bridge? Be--
cause it's the tallest covered bridge in the

United States, said Oberdorfer. It's des-
tined to be a national landmark, some
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reconstruction, said Sibley.

*“This is a real unusual job,

but he adds “It’s a good job. amqr |

be able to
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