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More books or
more branches
Is the question

ULIA ANTHONY has given up looking for new
books at the downtown Santa Cruz library.
“‘Everytime I've looked, what I've looked for
hasn’t been around,” said Anthony, who visits the
branch about three times a week. *“New books aren't
what they're about.”
Anthony isn't alone in her observations. Last year,

a survey completed by 5,000 county residents listed
new books — and being open Sunday — as the
changes must desired. *

_ The situation was made public last January when
library Director Anne Turrer had signs put on barren
book shelves, informing people that the book budget
had been cut 45 percent. It was a jarring move that
cgught a lot of people off guard, according to library
visitors.

_But judging from a battle looming between the
city, the county and the library system, library
patrons had better get used to long waits for new
books and empty shelves.

On the plus side, people in Live Oak might finally
get a library of their own.

At issue is the $3-million-plus budget operated by
the city-county library system. The city kicks in one
third of the budget and the county two-thirds under
an agreement negotiated in 1975.

Turner says the budget isn't enough to restore the
book budget, which she cut last year by 45 percent,
let alone expand services.

If the library doesn't find some way to get more
money than what's being recommended in the county
budget, employee layoffs and shorter hours are a
possibility, Turner said.

“We're in big trouble,” she said. ‘‘We're like
public agencies everywhere — we're starving.”

Although less was spent on new books last year,
the library budget increased by $200,000. Turner said
the amount is still not enough to keep up with
inflation, staff costs, and special expenses.

Besides annual raises, library employees are
greatly affected by the city wage settlement pro-
gram for pay equity, Turner said. Pay equity is an
attempt to pay female employees the same for jobs
deemed comparable in worth to those held primarily
by men. ‘“Most library employees are women,"
Turner said. .

The 10-percent cut in the book budget in 1986-87
was supposed to be temporary. ‘I would never have
cut the book budget if I had known we'd be facing the
same problems this year,” she said.

*“‘Honestly, for a librarian to cut a book budget is
painful. We deal in getting information out to the
public.

*If we don’t get enough money to restore the book
budget, we're going to have to cut services in a major
way,” said Turner.

Library officials were counting on a special tax to
be levied on property owners to pick up the slack in
the budget. After all, the county had put a “service
charge’’ on property tax bills in the unincorporated
area to pay for sheriff’s services. Instgaccli,éf r%g:;‘deqts

i he roof aver the law enforcement tax ao
;:l:eegv'\tsors repealed it. The library tax never
Ch'zli‘?xf'ﬁér would like to see thelibrary (enegotlatetthe
budget agreement. The city, she says, is doing be 5 :;
financially than the county. And she’d ll.l;,e to sge;) b
city of Scotts Valley get a seat on thp Li rta';'lyfor i
and, by the same token, put money in the ti

library there.

AT Busch, analyst for the County Adminis-
Ptrator's Office, sees it differently. .
He thinks library administrators are too cqncerrlll
about building up the downtown library while other

don’t get service.
ar?-Iaessays thge Santa Cruz library sy§tem has as many
books, new and otherwise, as a llprar)f of its size
neede He cites statistics from lxsl;rarliisiso(f) bci(s)p";—

le size in in Butte County, San . i
?-lal:‘:tli)negton Beach and Monterey County whlchélav;
about the same number of books as Santa Cru
hb}?::npeosi-nts to a long—rénge plan established bydghe
Library Board last year. The plan calls fo_r expanding
service in all areas, particularly by opening libraries
closed after Prop. 13, such as Capitola.

“We wanted to make the point that the logg-range

lan goals are laudable, but we really haven't gottte;n
Bery far. We want the budget to reflect the effort to
i -range/plan goals.
reﬁlg\felr‘;r:)gody l‘i;l'cepbooks and we're not opp(ﬁ:datco
' sai 1 M hat’s a reasona -
books,’ said Busch, “‘but whats s
iti i ? got big
isition level for a library of this size ]
gg;es out there (in unincorpox.'atedrSanta Cruleo:I:Id
| ty) with no services — Live Oak, S_oque -
Capitola haven't gotten one hour of service. :

Busch recommends the library use a.contmgency
fund of $187,000 to open a branch in Live Oak. He
notes that while most of the library space, 75 per;
| cent, is in the downtown branch.Conly 23 percent o

ers are from the city of Santa Cruz. .

o It’s a question that won’t betﬁpswe:)r:& till the
es its budget later this m :
| ] — LAURIE SLOTHOWER
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