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‘We all have *
families. We want
to survive.’

i L&borer Roberto Rendon

¥

alk in low tones in their natlve Jangua
A few clutch steaming paper cups of eoffee or
eat warm tortillas out of brown paper bags.

hen a pickup truck arrives, the lot springs to
ife. Twc dozen men sprint across the pavement,
! g the vehicle. The lucky one, chosen
for a day of manual labor, hops into the truck bed
and waves to his companeros, who return to their
- huddl

Cmmmrs who frequent the lot to pick up day - ‘i
laborers jokingly call

W Illegal aliens and e ong
; ce.
theldw Page A4 Over the past three
ki years, the number of
r;m uthered at the lot seeking work has grown
from a few to nearly 100 as the economy weakens,
‘as more and more immigrate from south of the
- border and as the drought dries up field work. It is
their last resort before going on the welfare rolls.
Buf within days, the “employment office” may

KNS Shoppmg Center, the Beverly Hills- based
owner of the shopping center, wants the men out
mof complaints by shoppers and employees

of harassment. Owners have authorized the Sher-
iffs Office to cite the men for trespassing and

- Joitering; signs will go up in the next few days,
according to KNS spokeswoman Patrice Franklin.

That action puts an even greater significance on
the efforts of Bill Melendez, who is working with
Rep. Leon Panetta’s office to establish hiring halls
for unskilled laborers in Santa Cruz, Monterey
and San Benito counties.

. Melendez, state director of the League of United
Latin American Citizens, said the problem of get-
ting laborers and contractors together is not
unigue to Santa Cruz; congregations of day labor-
ers exist statewide.

ndez found out about the shopping center
owners’ actions Friday, one day after he had met
with Panetta, D-Monterey, and government offi-
cials from Santa Cruz, Watsonville and Monterey
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‘If no one helps us,
then we will have to

take money from the:

government in order
to live. ... We want
a place where we can
all come together
and meet contractors
legally

4 Laborer Franc%sco Lopez




Continued from Page Al
_ “It is not that we aren’t doing any
m ” Melendez said. “It concerns me
“maybe the owners are unaware
. something is in the offing, and it is
'a matter of time.”
If the men are cited for trespassing,

~ they will probably drift elsewhere — to

e ——————————

another parking lot or vacant lot. The
deputies’ actions will scare off su;ne of
2

- the men.

Some seek work this way becamse
they are in this country illegally. Sher-
iff’s deputies, responding to complaints

by Safeway and K mart employees that
the men have harassed them, have

called the Border Patrol out to the park-
ing lot several times this year. Deporta-
tion praceedings have begun againsﬁ»ﬁs
of theni. "

Not all the men who gather there are
illegal-‘aliens, however. Roberto Ren-

don, 35, of Santa Cruz, has been coming

to the lot for the past three years. He
says he was born in the United States.

Rendon said he is®ell known to local
contractors and gets framing or finish-
ing work every day. He makes $8-310 a
hour, dependmg on the job. It is up to

- him to pay income taxes. He supports
- his pregnant wife and child who live in.
~ a Beach Flats motel.

“We all have families. We want to
survive,” said Rendon, one of the few in_

_ the parking lot who speaks fluent En-
- glish. Rendon grew up in the San Fer-
- nando Valley, where he worked fqr 12

. years for his contractor father.

“If they don’t want us here, we could

sell drugs or stolen things,” he added

-
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sarcastically.
Guadalupe Rodriguez, 39, of Watacm

~vﬁle used to work in the Brughk.,
. sprouts fields on the North Coast dur
- ing the winter. The crops are smai be- ‘

cause of the drought, and there is no

% Wwork this winter, he said.

In Watsonville, it is the same, he add-

*sra ed. For 11 years, he worked for agricul-
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ilot landscape. This particular mo
two Anglo men awaited work. R

%z

‘tural firms such as the William Buak

Fruit Co. and Peter Battinich. But the

~ drought has affected these companies,
_too.

It’s Rodriguez’s second day m the
parking lot, and he hasn’t yet gq;‘.tm
work. He said he has a work permit and

. is willing to paint, garden or help with
© roofing.

As a further sign of hard times, Anglo
faces are beginning to dot the pa;r‘ﬁ
ard who is homeless, was one of

‘i” come here because at times it is
icult to get work, not having a plwne

o * address,” Millard said.

In the 11 days he has been coming to
2 lot, Millard has worked 10. ﬁ;f

gﬁwm‘kéd the past eight days for a r

— W.&Mmm;,w s

" up with a contractor who frequents the

for $5 an hour and has another job lined
up for a month.

“The main advantage is getting paid
every day,” Millard said. “In a normal

weeks for my first pay check.”
Millard scoffs at the raids by the Bor-
i der Patrol. “They send 100 back to Mex-

;eo and 300 come back,” he said. “They

back home and brlng back their
thers and their cousins.”
Jose Lopez, 25, said he has been" de—
ed three times this year. He recent-
returned because he has a job lined

pkag lot.

“In Mexico, it is very difficult,” Lopez
‘said in Spamsh “We like this country
because the people help us. If we want -

_ to succeed in Mexico, we have to come
3 llore first.”

- A group. of men gathered around Lo-
, agreeing with him. In Mexico, they
d they make $28 a week, but it takes

=m weeks ‘pay to buy a pair of pants.

~ Hilario wouldn’t
huml:;dﬁm*tum allow-
%&mmmmmmmm

his last name

1

~, of work. The mpm
"&V&ﬁ; They EBD ﬁsﬁ‘ mouths shut

job I can’t wait the 10 days or twq_;

Rt cntetlegl st ticnas o
work without a

permit, a green
card, but it is also against the law for
. citizens to hire undocumented workers.
. The men in the parking lot say they
are rarely asked by contractors to pro-
duce evidence that they can work here
legally. No one in Northern or Central
Cahforma has ever been arrested for
hiring illegal aliens, according to Alan
Dwelley, assistant chief patrol agent for
the INS.
However, the INS has levied some

- heavy fines against employers who re-

peatedly hire undocumented workers,
Dwelley said. L o

“T question them,” said general con-
tractor Noel Benson, “but I know (fake)
‘papers are too easy to procure. I don’t
worry about getting arrested. I don’t
ask to see their papers; these people are
hungry.”

‘General contractor Doug Borders,
who hired over 100 men from the park-
ing lot when he owned his own con-
struction business, laughed at the.
thought of asking to ‘see papers. “They
sell those for $35 a piece,” he said.

’b‘he men WOrry  police presence

ami raids by the Barder Patrol will
scare off employers. They said they’d
want a hiring hall where contractors
can come with confidence.

Such halls have been established in

Los Angeles. A $70,000 pilot project to

set up a hall will start in San Francisco-
in February.

A hall would prov1de a safe, stable
legal place for the workers to gather. A
hall would remove the chance of bei
" cited for trespassing or lmterlng Ah
would. stop customer and empl
complaints of harassment, which the

-anen. say is done by just a few. And it
would relieve some concerns of contrac-
tors. i :

“There has to be serious screening

because I have had theft,” said contrae-
tor Benson. “I have had tools mbshg;

I've had guys who said they worked
day, and it turned out they worked

three hours. But for the most part, I

have found them¥”honest.”’

“I think a hiring hall would be a mmd
idea,” contractor Borders agreed. “A lot
of people are worried that if something
gets stolen, they won’t be-able to find

the worker A hiring hall would relieve

thit pressure It would g;ve employers.

lmﬁe refere

w%%lddbe WO
rders said he hired the da

ers “because if the job is repgnlgob::

- most white people don’t like that kind

are tickled to

‘ e work.”
Lc;zal 829 said

the ’

tlke work from ﬁm@mmgﬁrﬁfj&dgg .

g?n reg{wmnt#t&vas have visited

han out their literature. As
tth :‘our thed y lgborers have
union an are being trained

to Ff?; Sguctur&} p:fork Bryan fald
, sco Z, who once studied
medicine 1ancoamdmwwaimfor»
‘work in the parking lot, said the men
are eager w work and shmﬂdn’t

‘be shunned

" “If no one hel
to take money
order to hve,
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us tlwu we will have
the government in
“he “said 111 Snanish
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