‘Grand jury report critical of CPS
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ez ruges | Growing pains hamper CHC, report says
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SANTA CRUZ — The death of a homeless baby last :
year was a “terrible and preventable” thing, but there Capitola Redevelopment Agency’s finances ; : :
18 not enough evidence to prosecute the mother, the' come under scutiny — Page A5 By ROBIN MUSITELLI Housing Corp. and Santa Cruz Thel jurors found no merit to
District Attorney’s Office said Wednesday. i Sentinel staff writer found no evidence that money that allegation, but said that, like

“It’s frustrating,” said Assistant District Attorney : ; : . : SANTA CRUZ — Problems en-  Was misappropriated or thaﬁ.ag- glﬁgyhnew orggnlzaélons, the
Kate Canlis. “There was a clearly a flaw in the pro- = medical providers. CPS officials said Wednesday they countered by the Santa Cruz Mministrative costs were too high, IC has experienced growing

were standing by the state exoneration, and ques- 3 ; . the grand jurors concluded. pains.
Community Housing Corp. in re- “Closer supervision by the

cess somewhere that wouldn’t be solved by criminal i o e Fay
prosecution.” ione e the gran Jupy’s recommendations. ) t : : - . 1
The District Attorney’s decision was announced in Baby ‘“‘Cricket” Rubin died Sept. 29, 1993, in his g(femog?oﬁggaagnzn?I;)%c%gillgé co(rerlralg?ntjlgloaI:cs t}llrévgisttlga‘;%di cﬁ CHC and quicker action could
conjunction with the release of a county grand jury mother’s bed at a residential motel in Santa Cruz. He andpconstructi% Mg e ey i bpi dides - CHC lovsy-’inc i have saved considerable time
report that strongly criticized the way the Santa Cruz was one month old. Dr. Richard Ma_son, the county’s seneit by tho Saﬁta Cruiz Cgunty iguginlzero'ects Sk adiiinistes. and money,” the grand jury

~ County Child Protective Services agency handled the forensic patholog_ist, said the bal_)y died of pulmonar_y grgn d jusgy. thie co% tIs) gn d the CHC hiive = found.
hemorrhage — his lungs filled with blood. Mason said But ‘an investigation into the financially conspiratorial rela. Jurors recommended that San-
Please see CHC — A5

case. 13 : .
An earlier state department of Child Welfare Servic: malnutrition, prematurity and the baby’s failure to finances of the Community tionship.

es investigation found that CPS handled the case ap-
propriately, keeping in touch with the mother and Please see GRAND JURY — A4

-Grand jury, CPS
Continued from Page A1 leésed Wed

: : sday says it i -
thrive contributed to the death. clear whether the %abyyssdgatlﬁ ‘:’1:5
"Three weeks before the infant preventable, but it is obvious the
ghed, docto_rs and nurses at Domin- baby wasn’t given the best chance
lcan Hospital had warned socia] t0 Survive, The grand jury recom-
workers at Child Protective Servie. mends changes at Child Protective
es to not release him to his mother, Services to make sure this doesn’t
Lynn Marie Rubin, The infant and happen again, including:
his mother had been brought to the ® Teaching hospital staff when
a%?lgggmbdv tt};}vo concerned women Fhfyfcan kick people out who are
em in a interferin i ient’
WeASE ?}ildeﬁ) f Santa CruIz).'El itk ment; Gl
e hospital, nurses and doc. ® Increasing the a -
tors said Rubin wasg refusing to tact social wogrkers }rg(‘)’%nf”?tl;c?’g'
keep her baby warm, and that she bies if they are in fragile health:
ggglrljed tq[ gilve him nutritiona] and, ’
ements or vitamin K. Investi- ® Setting clear guidel
gators say that once she and the When sociatlgworkersg lrlri‘lilgltrilgfserﬂt)g
baby were released from the hospj- medical professionals.
tal, Rubin violated conditions set Gail Groves, a Spokeswoman for
by her social worker — she didn’t CPS, says the agency has already
attend parenting classes, she implemented some of the recom-
missed scheduled doctor’s appoint- mendations to improve communi.
ments and she didn’t follow pre- cation between social workers and
sc%tl)ed yiled{call( treatment. hospital staff.
._+he vitamin K became a crucia] However, in a press r
Issue after the baby died, because administrators Sgy the eglre;gg, J(‘il;s’
that nutrient helps prevent pulmo. récommendation — that a child’s
nary hemorrhages, But Canlis said health and welfare should take
Wednesday that doctors had DPrecedence over efforts to keep the
strongly suggested, but never or- child and mother together — mga
de.red, Rubin to give her baby vita-  contradict state child welfare lawsy
min K. Also, a nationally recog- "It may be that the thrust of the
nized expert on infant lung grand jury’s sentiment is inconsis-
problems said a vitamin K shot tent with state laws anq regula-
could not have guaranteed the ba- tions, said the release,
by’s survival, although it would Superior Court Judge Bill Kel-
ha‘\‘/e increased his chances, say, the county’s juvenile court
When it came down to provea- Jjudge, said the issue is “far more
ble facts, we just.didn’t have it,” Complex than black and white,”
said Canhs_. Kelsay said that under s.tate
In addltlon, CPS workers testi- child welfare Iaws, CPS indeed has
fied that Rubin was taking good 2R obligation to acknowledge
care of th.e baby, and that Domini- Hehts of the par ents.
can Hospital staff were critical of
Rubin because she didn’t trust
Western medicine,
A county grand jury report re-
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