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. sion, e is going _compete forf
i the$5,000ﬁrst‘p e -

“And if I win,

. claxm the m ey:_.f’
year-old Dee

S % ace:
- directors Kn'by NlCOl and Mark‘

McConnell, hoping to persnad:

. them fo create a wheelchair divi-
*+ sion for the 20th running of the
. race, July 26, from the Santa

Cruz Municipal Wharf to the

Capitola Wharf. He has made the
_ request many times the past sev-
 eral years, and their answer was

~the same: no.

“We. are not a wheelchair
race,” McConnell said. “We are a
footrace, The money will go to

. the top finishers who run the
* race by foot. It will not go to any-

body who does anything other

than that, including anyone in a_-,,

wheelchair.

“If you ride a motorcycle or
ride a bicycle, we're not gomg to
give (the money) to you * McCon-
nell said. “And if you're in wheel-
chalr we're not going to give it to
you.”

- Matt Bishop, a Napa attorney
and a friend of Deets, plans to
represent Deets if the lssue gets

to court.

“If he wms which I beheve he
will win,’ Blshop said, “and isn't
given the money, we are going to
seek a legal remedy.”

In the past, the Wharf To
Wharf Race, a highly successful

programs, has stuck to ‘polic

of not offering a wheelchair divi-
sion, or any other ag&group or
spec1alty divisions. _

“We’ve got a successful format o
and have no reason to change,”
Nicol said of the event, which has |
sold out its limit of entries in ad-
vance the past few years. “I sup-
pose it's a matter of time before
somebody wants us to have an
Egyptxan d1v1s1on or gay d1v1-
sion.’

It is Deets’ contentmn that
since he is registered to compete
like everyone else in the race, it’s
his right to compete for the mén o
ey.
“It’s time to force the 1ssue -
he said. e
~ Deets said hlS ultxmate goal is
“to promote my sport, and if I
have to step on toes to do that, |
then I will step on toes to havea |
(wheelchair) division put in.”

Nicol said the reason 'for’_not~:“ :
having a wheelchair division is
because the finishing portion of
the course — a downhill into |
Capitola Village — is not safe for
wheelchair racers. Deets who :
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Gary Kerr of Campbell finished first in his chair in 1984,
But Armando Siquieros, far right, was the official winner.
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has raced internationally and rou-
tinely trains on the Wharf To
Wharf course, contends the finish
area is safe.

It's possible for Deets to finish
first overall, since he’s covered the
6-mile race course in 25 minutes, 30
seconds during training runs — 2
minutes better than the course re-
cord set last year by Brian Ab-
shire.

Deets has competed in races
around the world, including the
Boston Marathon, and has a per-
sonal best of 23 minutes, 51 sec-
onds for 10 kilometers (6.2 miles).
His best marathon time is 1:43:12,
and has a half-marathon best of
55:10. He is a former record holder
in the Wheelchair Olympics shot
put, and has represented the U.S.
in both the Pan American Wheel-
chair Games, and the Wheelchair

Olympics. He is a former all-Amer-
ica wheelchair basketball player.

Nicol contends that Deets has no
right to the prize fmoney, because
racing in a wheelchair gives him
an unfair advantage over other en-
trants. :

The race offers special prizes to
the top 100 men and top 100 wom-
en. But this year, for the first time,
it has added prize money.

In both the men’s and women’s
divisions, first place is worth
$5,000, with second worth $3,000
and third place getting $1,000. Also,
the first man and woman finishers
from Santa Cruz County win $1,000
each, bringing the total prize mon-
ey to $20,000. :

Deets said his goal has not been
to sue the Wharf To Wharf Race.

“But if it comes down to it, I
have to take the ball and run with
it,” he said. “I think my position is
correct.” :

“It’s a free country and he can
do whatever he wants to do,” Nicol
said. “He has to- know, there are
consequences. If that is what his
intent is, we’ll have to wait and
see.” ;

Sid Wallinski, the litigation
rights director for the Disabled
Rights Defense Fund ifi Berkeley,
said the Wharf To Wharf Race may
not be in a good position if the is-
sue reaches the courts.

“They (race organizers) are ex-
posing themselves to substantial 1i-
ability,” said Wallinski, who also
teaches disability rights at Santa
Clara University. “This isn’t some
obscure moral issue. They (race or-
ganizers) are running headlong in-
to no less than three very clear
(legal) statutes. You cannot dis-
criminate in any way against a
physically handicapped person.”

Deets agrees about having an ad-
vantage over other runners.

“If 1 take money, it probably
isn’t fair,” he said. “But that is my
leverage. If they don’t create a divi-
sion, then I guess I am just like
anybody else, in their eyes. But
when it comes to winning the
prize, then 'm not like anybody
else.”

Wallinski said the federal Ameri-
can Disabilities Act, which went
into effect this year, “is absolutely
clear, and designed to close every
possible loophole. It's clear that
even, if you hold a one-time event,
you still can’t discriminate. You
can only judge persons on individ-
ual merits.

“They have no basis of excluding
him,” Wallinski said, “unless there
is a very strange physical aspect of
the race. Either they are incorrect,
and (the course) is safe, or it is not
safe and they are obligated to
make it safe.”




