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CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

- Big target on
repeat oflenders

B S T

Chrins

T N A

+ O { ;\.U\i ~ DO

ra

§
¥

PHOTOS BY DAN COYRO = SANTA CRUZ SENTINEL

Surrounded by Santa Cruz city and county officials at the corner of Pacific Avenue and Cooper Street, District Attorney
Bob Lee announced Monday a pilot-program to deal with criminal activity by repeat-offéenders-in-downtown Santa Cruz in

response to the Santa Cruz Public Safety Task Force study.

“We're all in,” DA
says of crime effort

By Jason Hoppin
Jjhoppin@santacruzsentinel.
com

@scnewsdude on Twitter

SANTACRUZ » Over the next
eight months, downtown
Santa Cruz will be trans-
formed into a criminal jus-
tice laboratory.

Numerous local officials,
including police, prosecu-
ters, mental health provid-
ers, judges and elected offi-
cials, on Monday announced
an intensive effort to target
crime along the city’s fore-
most public gathering strip,
Pacific Avenue. They hope to
target repeat offendersin an
effort to clean up what many
locals complain is the top is-
sue facing the city — crime.

“We’re not guaranteeing
a safer Santa Cruz. This is
a very difficult issue,” Dis-
trict Attorney Bob Lee said,
at a press conference held
on the corner of Pacific Av-
enue and Cooper Street.
“What we are guarantee-
ing is, we’re all in.”

The effort will be housed
in ato-be-determined down-
town office, and include full-

time representation from
several county and city of-
fices, including probation, as
well as local nonprofits. Lee
is committing his top dep-
uty, Jeff Rosell, to the proj-
ect, and cases arising from
the effort will be routed to
Judge Denine Guy, who
helps oversee misdemeanor
cases for Santa Cruz County
Superior Court.

The intent is to reduce the
number of police calls down-
town by funneling repeat of-
fenders toward services to
help address the issues un-
derlying criminal behavior.
But without question, law
enforcement is also a major
component, with Lee saying
a series of weekend under-
cover drug buys in the down-
town area by the Santa Cruz
County Anti-Crime Team
was part of the initial rollout.

“Thisisreally the first time
that we as a community have
gotten together, people from
every single branch that we
think is important, to try
to make a difference on the
front end, to try to provide
some services and also to try
to gather some information
and provide accountability,”
Rosell said.

The project is also an ex-
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At left, next to Santa Cruz Police Chief Kevin Vogel
and District Attorney Bob Lee, Prosecutor Jeff Rosell
will devote his time to prosecuting dewntown repeat
offenders.

Judge Denine Guy, at left, will handle all of the. downtown
Santa Cruz repeat offender cases.

4 loNEWS l SANTACRUZSENTINEL.COM

Offenders

FROMPAGE 1

tension of work by the city
of Santa Cruz Public Safety
Task Force, which was con-
vened after a series of high-
profile crimes, including the
murder of a downtown busi-
ness owner and slaying of
two Santa Cruz police detec-
tives. The Sentinel also has
documented how the city has
some of the highest crime
rates in California, with cit-
izens’ property particularly
at risk. Two homeless activ-
ists interrupted the press
conference to question Lee
about whether the program
is a way for the city to target
homeless persons. He said it
was not.

“We’re absolutely talk-
ing about conduct. We’re
not talking about status.
We are going to arrest
people who commit crimes
whether they rent a home,
they lease a home, they live
on their brother’s couch or
they’re homeless,” Lee said.
“This is all about people
who commit crimes.”

Santa Cruz Police Chief
Kevin Vogel said the pub-
lic’s help is needed to make
the program a success, and
he acknowledged down-
town issues have “a huge

impact” on the department.

“I devote more resources
per square mile in our down-
town area than I do any
other place in the city,” Vo-
gel said. “Unfortunately
most of the resources I di-
rect down here are contin-
ually addressing recur-
ring problems created by
the same individuals. The
hope of this program is that
we can prevent that from
occurring so that my staff
can focus on things that are
pressing for us in other ar-
eas of the city.”

One statistic demon-
strates how large numbers
oflow-level crimes can over-
whelm the criminal justice
system — of the county’s
12,000 annual jail bookings,
5,000 are for public intoxi-
cation, county Deputy Chief
Jim Hart recently said.

Tuesday, the county
Board of Supervisors is be-
ing asked to approve sup-
port for the pilot program.

“With law enforcement,
the county, the community
working together to ad-
dress this problem, I think
we can make a difference
downtown and make down-
town even more enjoyable
and safer for families and
for visitors,” said Super-
visor Neal Coonerty, who
represents much of Santa
Cruz.




