Wind rakes county

Trees
topple

By ROBIN MUSITELLI
Sentinel staff writer ]

LIVE OAK — Michelle Makel
knew it was just a matter of time
before it fell.

Monday morning was time.

Strong northerly winds gusted
more than 50 mph, knocked out
power and sent Christmas gar-
lands flying throughout the coun-
ty. The wind also finally uprooted
the Monterey pine on Roland Drive
in Live Oak.

The tree smashed three cars,
slicing through them, and damaged
a fourth. It fell less than a dozen
steps from the doors of several
homes, but didn’'t damage them.

Today should be less windy,
with some high clouds.

Maker said she had stayed up
late to wrap presents and had just
gone to bed, shortly after 1 a.m.
The wind had been whipping and
snapping tree branches all eve-
ning. Boy, did it blow. But it was
nothing like the crash, she said. «

“Oh my god. It was so outra-
geous,” Maker said. “I heard this-
creaking noise, and then this.
earth-shattering crash and thel
lights were gone.” 3 -




check it out.and then called 911.

“"Makel said that for years she’d
watched the tree on her neighbor’s
property, knowing it would fall

someday. Several other pines on

the street had been removed. An-
ree next to the fallen one is
- precariously. “This one is
Aakel predicted.

al Fire, checking to see
had been 1mured, Woke

on Lakeview Road in
k, Gary Arnold was dealing
mother uprooted tree.
A 75-foot cypress in Arnold’s
frent yard fell toward his nelgh
bor’s home at about 11 p.m. Sun-
day. The tip of the tree landed o
the neighbor’s balcony.
“She got herself a C
tree right on the.ba
served.Arnold. , . ...
The tree kno§
and damaged the balcony deck, b
missed the main structure. Nobody

was home at the time, Armbl%l said.

Arnold said a number of trees,
mostly eucalyptus trees; have fall-
en in the area the past several |
years. County ordinance prohibits
cutting them because they provide
habitat for butterflies.

Arnold, watching the win

the trees Monday morning, -
saiJ he hoped to get county offi-

cials to change their minds.
The winds kept Pacific Gas

Electric Co. crews busy thrnugh t"

the county, ks
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the downtown area until midafter-

e Thomas, whose two
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At about 5 a.m., when the winds
gusted the hardest, about, 11,000
customers were w1thout:power, he
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,noon, said Scott Blakey, PG&E
_:;_sp0kesman

“We've got a big party tomorrow
and here we are with no power and
50 kids coming to my house,” said
Grove. g

The strong wmds were repoxd
throughout the San Francisco Bay

Area. The Natiogal Weather Ser:
vicé said that gusts at San Francis:
co Internatlonal irport at 3 a.m.

Monday were cl ocked up to 44

Gusts 40 to 50 i}xph were clocked
in the East Bay hills.

At Pigeon Point, near Pescadero,
sustained winds vyere clocked at 39
mph, said Miguel Miller of the Na-
tional Weather Service.

With the wind chill factored in
temperatures dipped to the smgle
digits along ridge tops in the Santa
Cruz Mountains, lxl;e said.

A-wind advisory remained in ef
fect through the afternoon for ele-
vatlons above 1 feet in the San

Wind at thg gher elev&tions
was expected to gust up to 50 mph
at some locations. .




