Seventh annual Quee

Leadershlp Awards

“You would not imagme the s

mumbled ‘faggots’ we'd hear,”.

son, 18, who now attends Watsonyill Renas: -

sance High School. “There are someip ple who
not accepting and some peopl tgho

It s to know, who s your ally.

M ''Watsonville hasn’t been’ easy
o for Jackson. Actually.
n't been’ easy for Jackson, period.
A bright kid with an acerbic wit, Jackson says'™ -
he’s had a difficult relationship with both of hisp
ents, faced an abusive stepfather, experimented; with
drugs, ditched school and attempted suicide twice.
But he’s survived. He’s also found time for a lit-"
tle advocacy work. Last year, he founded a short-
lived gay-straight alliance at Renaissance and
helped organize campus participation in the
“National Day of Silence.” Participants in the 8-
year-old event take a vow of silence to protest the "

harassment and discrimination that “silences” les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender young people. "

Sunday night, Jackson will be recognized for his -

efforts — one of nine people and two. orgamzations
“to be honored at'the countywide Seventh Annual

Queer Youth leadership Awards.!

The event, sponsored by the Santa Cruz County :
Task Force for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgem % Stuart Rosenstein, chairman of the countytaslg,,,

der and Questioning Youth recognizes ‘queer”,
youth leaders, gay and straight “allies” of queer:"
- youth and organizations that have conmbuted to
the lives of queer youth. i Sl
The event will follow tomght’ “Youth Speak
Out,” a community forum on homophobia on

. Gay-Straight / Alllance ¢

school cainpuses sponsored by several queer.advo- -

Rainbow Alliance e Santa Cruz ngh,Schoo

on Commumty 'I‘V of Santa Cruz County, cable
.Channel 27;-will cap this year's local recognition o
“the National Day.of Silence."

" force, said he hopes the' commumty will tune into.
" tonight’s-event and take action.” ”‘
i “We will know the success of the Speak out when:
we find that parents are going to principals
. (Thursday) and saying, ‘What are you doing to.
stop slurs on your campus?.” he said. "¢~
Rosenstem saJd some schools hke ik tsonville'




