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judge reflisés to hear cases in the
(juvenile) court,” J. Ernie Balke,
 on |county probation officer said yes-
terday, during a grand jury inves-
tigation into the juvenile delin-
quency problem in this county.

“I've mevtr been refused, al-
though it might have taken a lit-
tle time. The stop gap has prob-
ably been at my office, as no
petition (citing a juvenile into
court) can be filed until it has
been approved by the probation
officer,” Balke explained when
he was called to give testimony.

Balke was the next to the last
witness yesterday afternoon in
the meeting called by the grand
jury, with the audience attend-
ing by invitation only. This con-
sisted of representafives of the
various service clubs, individuals
who have evinced particular in-
terest in the welfare of juve-

At the conclusion of yesterday’s
Hayden said the grand
jury would review the record of
as taken down by a
shorthand machine operator, pur-
sue some other courses brought u
during the day’s testimony, and call
the grand jury togetehr to discuss
the findings again, in a public hear-
ing similar to the one yesterday.
Then, he said, if#t is found that
recommendations are necessary,
such recommendations should be
made “toward the betterment of H

The meeting was called after a
similar one was held several
months ago which ended in utter b
confusion and produced a chaotic
oo aftermath of protests from the men

The first meeting was called at
the request of Superior Court
Judge James J. Atteridge. He him-
self conducted the meeting and

propounded the questions.
fi Yesterday’s hearing was held
" |without benefit of any judge, and
the written questions, prepared in
advance, were directed to the wit-
nesses by Richard L. Hayden; fore:
man of the jury, N
After his questions were com-
leted, members of the grand
fury asked questions if they
wished, followed by the repres-
entatives in the audience.
1 dThe meeting was well conduct-
e

¢ Juvenile afficers who testified
# yesterday were asked to confine
the facts and figures the brought
with them to the period between
January 1, 1952, to April 30, 1953.
Those who testified
Jamtgls1 Cu‘n‘r’igngha:im, f(;r thg. VSJZE-
sonville police department, S
‘Charles Derby of the Santa Cruz
police deépartment, Robert Mon-
delle Jr., for the sheriff’s office,
and Don Latta, chief of police of
ed Capitola. Max Caldwell, attendance
oI | officer for the Santa Cruz schools,
*C- | also testified.

2| Cunningham said that during the
er' | given period, he had processed 357
1d caies at the Watsonville police de-

pa

N | informal disposition and of those,
4- 1249 were boys and 108 girls, he
said. A number of repeaters were
' | jncluded in the compilation, he
I- | said.
a-| Of these, 54 boys and eight girls
1€ | were actually arrested. Going still
e | further, only 28 boys and two girls
O- | were held at the detention home.
M | Asked how many of these cases
N |ever came up in juvenile court,
al | Cunningham replied that he had
a |requested the information from
h Balke, but probably because the
e | Jatter was overburdened, had rre-
ceived no answer,
In none of the instances were
traffic cases involved, Cunning-
| ham said. He said that since
l| Judge Atteridge had allowed.
>-| Judge Gilbert Perry of the Wat-
£ | sonville municipal court to han-
dle juvenile traffic cases and
| that it was working out “terrif-
> | fically.”
Cunningham said that Balke was
supposed to visit Watsonville each
Wednesday when the two of them
would go over the cases and dis-
cuss the problems involved.
He said that in his own personal
opinion, lack of help in the proba-
tion office was one of the factors
causing some of the trouble, and
for this reason there was no op-
portunity for follow up.
Cunningham said that most
parents are willing to help with
" | their children but that in. the
habitual cases, it usually works
| | out that the parents are unable .
to cope with them, and have
reached stone walls. He said,
however, that he felt the juvenile
court should be the last resort.
Asked if he felt there was an '
increase in juvenile delinquency,

included.

Grand Jury Plans To
Continue Hearing On
Juvenile Problems

make the appointments,” she said.
“This* seems to be the very crux
of the entire matter.”

Derby, the Santa Cruz officer,
answered questions along the same
lines as those given to Cunning-
ham. ‘

He said there were a total of
893 cases during the same period.
There were 615 boys and 278 girls,
of which 140 were referred to Jjuve-
nile hall for detention. He said
these figures included repeaters,
too, and that they did not include
some 700 traffic cases which have
been heard by the lower courts,

Derby said that there were about
20 cases that should have been pé-
titioned into court, which were not.

He said that he felt that those
20 delinquents, by the very fact
that they did not receive corrective
treatment, were setting a bad ex.
ample for their associates who real-
ized that the 20 youngsters involv
ed were getting by without pun-
ishment.

He told of one delinquent who

was about 12 when his record of
crimes began in 1949, It ran the
course of throwing rocks, burglary,
car theft, etc., for dozens of en-
tries,
Derby sald the boy had reached
juvenile court once, but that he
is back in town again, after spend-
mgtsome time with relatives in the
east,

He sald that in the last five
years, the case load had increased,
e said one of the reasons for
this is because the public is ree
ferring many cases to the police
department that used to be settled
etween neighbors.
“However,” he said,
case we do solve,

miss.

Derby estimated, later, that th
increase was about 50 per ¢
over the last five years. )
Derby said that he thinks tlh.
situation could be improved locally
if he could have the assistant juyee
nile officer replaced with an

“for each
there is one we

police niatron:

He said that the ed th
fact thgt'Balke was very busy, bu
that until he received dditfon‘a g
help, he shouldn’t be aﬁowed 2
transport prisoners. :

Deputy Sheriff Robert Mondells
Jr, said that there have been %o
cases during the period referred
to. Of these, 523 were boys and 97
girls. He said probably 25 per cent
were repeaters. :
He said he was granted 12 petis
tions last year and three so fap
this year. He said he considered
about 50 per cent of the case
minor, and that the case load hag
i
ondelle said he had asked fop
but had not received filing equips
ment, filing cards, ete., in order to
keep better records in his office,
He said he felt that if the in-
fqrior courts could handle juve-
nile cases, it would be a big help.
“Judge Atteridge doesn’t want to
be bothered with minor cases,” he

tment. This included formal and | g id

aid.
Caldwell, who served the schools
for four years, said he had resign.
ed. The city schools were not go-
ing to replace, him, he said, and
the principals were going to take
over his duties.
He said he had 25-40 cases a
year classed as habitual truants.
Don Latta, Capitola Dbolice chief,
said he handled all of his juvenile
problems by contact with the par-
en_t;. He had 42 in all last year, he:
said.
O fthese 30 were boys and 12
irls. He said he had never had a
ormal juvenile court hearing, and
that he found that taking the par-
ents to task helped the situation
all around.
Balke’s testimony followed at
the conclusion of other witness-
es

He said he is trying to find an
assistant probation officer at a
salary of $244 a month. It is dif-
ficult, he said.

He agreed with Caldwell that
a work program was necessary,
‘and that then juveniles would be
able to go out and earn money
which they received otherwise
from stolen goods.

As the hearing concluded, Mrs.
Alice Wilder mentioned two sur-
veys that had been made in this
county on the juvenile problem,
the first in 1942, Hayden said the
grand jury would avail itself of
the reports and study them with
the other data obtained at the
hearing.

Local Scouts On

considel:ing the population in-

Way To Jamboree

man, and °-“3*§‘§.?* ﬂm services of - 2 G




Lalls TN

g

he
ng
ea,
ler

1ad

nd
led

!

court should be the last resort.
Asked if he felt there was an
increase in juvenile delinquency,
considering the population in-
crease, he said “no” that he felt
they were holding their own.

He said that he felt Watsonville
should have additional facilities for
working and also needed the ap-
proval of temporary holding facili-
ties. He said a probation officer
in the southern end of the county
would aid the situation a good deal.

Cunningham said that if Judge
Atteridge would name Judge Per-
ry as a referee in juvenile matters,
it would lessen the load.

It was then that Mrs. , Chester
Johns, one of the afjence, pre-
sented a letter from the state judi-
cial council, stating it was permiss-
ible for the superior judge to ap-
point the municipal court judges
as referees.

“I can’t think why he doesn’t
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Way To Jamboree

Led by Jamboree Troop Scouf-
master Darrell Cardiff, 35 Santa
Cruz area Boy Scouts left yester-
day for the national jamboree at
the Irvine ranch near Santa Ana.

Official opening date for the
Boy Scout Jamboree, to be attend-
ed by 50,000 boys from all over
the\nation, is Friday.

The Santa Cruz district jamboree
troop is due back here a week
later, July 24.

Assistant Scoutmasters for the
local jamboree troop are Newell
Maddock and Ralph Reader.

Through the week-long jamboree
on the 3000-acre campsite, the boys
will consume 600,000 quarts of milk
and 175,000 Joaves of bread, using
six million paper cups and plates,

a tabulation shows. ;\
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