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“You and each of you,
will support the Constitution
of the United States+and of
the State of California, and
all the<laws made in pursu-
ance thereof and in confermity
therewith, diligently inquire into,
and frue presentment make, of
all public offenses against the
people of this state, committed or
triable within this county, of

“ALL THINGS ARE
CHANGED, AND WE
CHANGE WITH
THEM”

mmn  (Author’s Name Below) ™

In recent years there has
been a great change in the
practice of medicine and
pharmacy.

To keep pace with this
change we pharmacists are
continuously studying tHe
. drug and medical journals.
As soon as a new drug is
released we not only stock
it, but learn all about its
dosage, action, proper com-
pounding, and preservation.

That is why we are pre-
pared to compound any pre-
scription, prescribed by any
physician, no matter how
distant, exactly as he speci-
fies. -

®
YOUR PHYSICIAN
CAN PHONE

GA 3-6262

WHEN YOU NEED
A MEDICINE
L]

Pick up your prescription
if shopping near us, or let
us deliver promptly without
extra charge. A great many
people entrust us with the
responsibility of filling their
prescriptions. May we com-
pound yours?

MELVIN'S

DRUG STORE
1415 Pacific Ave.

PRESCRIPTION
CHEMISTS

Quotation by Lothair (825-869)
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' California Grand Juries
' Have Broad Jurisdiction

which you shall have or can ob-
tain legal evidence.” That is the
first sentence of the oath taken
by grand jurors in California.

It was that first sentence
which prompted the reporters’
curiosity when the Santa Cruz
county grand jury began making
recommendations on salaries of
elected officials.

_ A further persual of the grand
jury statutes reveals to the writer
no obligation to recommend on
salaries.

In addition to specific duties

pointed up in the California
codes, The California Law Re-
view recently published an article
on grand jury history and duties.

This lengthy article pointed
up the fact that “The California
grand jury has very broad
jurisdiction (in criminal mat-
ters). It may inquire. into all
public offenses committed or
triable within the county. It
is not to act en mere rumor
or suspicion. Also it is not to
act as a supervising administra-
tive agency over the public of-
ficers in the county by inquir-
ing into any of their activities
it may choose; it is only to in-
quire into the willful or cor-
rupt misconduct in office of
such officers.”

The grand jury actually is an
arm of the superior court and
designed primarily to investigate
allegations of a criminal nature.

California is one of 19 states
where a person may be tried for
a felony without first being in-
dicted by a grand jury.

However, this does not mean
that a California grand jury can-
not indict. Actually, a state con-
stitution amendment in 1879
provides:

“Offences heretofore required
to be.prosecuted by indictment
shall be prosecuted by informa-
tion, after examination and com-
mitment by a magistrate, or by
indictment, with or without such
examination and commitment as
may be prescribed by law.”

Although early English com-
mon law requires a grand jury
membership of 23, California
grand juries number 19 persons,
12 of whom must be in accord
for rendering an indictment.
Under the common law require-
ment of 23 members, 12 is the
number who must be in accord on
an indictment.

The earliest record on a grand
jury we found in Santa Cruz
county was that of 1905. This was
a list of people who served on the
panel.

What they did was not dis-
closed in the volume of grand
juror’s names on file in the
county clerk’s office.

Reports of grand jury activi-
ties have been filed as each
jury was discharged since 1950.
These indicate that only one
criminal matter has been
probed by a panel in recent
times. ’ :

That matter was the Jehl-
Moore fracas whieh resulted in
the imprisonment of Raymond
Jehl and the resignation of
Charles Moore as district at-
torney last year,

The first grand jury probably
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was established in ancient Athen-
ia and functioned as an accusing
body prior to trial.

An early Anglo-Saxon king,
Aethelred, who reigned from 980
to 1016 A.D. also sanctioned such
a body which was sworn “neither

to accuse any innocen{ man nor

spare any guilty one.”

King Henry II decreed in 1166,
“For the preservation of peace
and the enforcement of justice,
inquiry shall be made in every
county . . . through 12 or more
lawful men . . . (if) there is
any man accused or publicly
known as a robber of murderer
or thief, or any one who has
been a receiver of robbers or
murderers or thieves, since the
lord king has been king.” z

These men serving as an ac-
cusing jury, were also allowed
to sit on a ftrial jury.

In 1176 the list of crimes to be
probed by them was expanded to
include forgery, treason and
arson. In 1290, the list again was
enlarged and since then has
grown to encompas every crime
which we today consider feloni-
ous. :

In the year 1314, the bodies
were charged with probing into
“neglect of police and other
duties of countries and their sub-
divisions; the misdoings of all of-
ficials; the usurpation or misuse
of franchises; and the proprie-
tary rights of the. crown, such as
escheats, wardships and other
sources of revenue.”

An interesting turn in the tale
of the grand jury was taken in
1933 when the system was abol-
ished in England, the land where
it received its greatest growth, if
not birth: ;

Many American judges today
consider the grand jury an obso-
lete method of investigation.

California Supreme court has
ruled that is not the duty of the
grand jury to “detect” crime.
This, the court has said, is the
- duty of the sheriff, the district
attorney, and other enforce-
ment agencies..

Duties include the investiga-
tion of transfers of ownerships
of land which might escheat to
the state, examination of books,
records and - accounts of county
officers and city boards of edu-
cation together with t®e right to
order the district attorney to in-

| stitute suit to recover any monies

which appear from such exam-
ination to be due the county. The
grand jury also is obligated to
inquire into the condition and
management of the public prisons
and into the case of every person
imprisoned in the county jail who
has not been indicted. »

Under California law, a gran
juror discharged from duty may
not serve on the next succeding
grand jury panel. However, the
court is not obligated to dis-
charge a grand jury and appoint
a new one each year. He may
hold the, panel over, if he so
desires.

Among recommendations made
by Santa Cruz grand juries since
1950 are that the county employ
a county administrative officer;
that county ordinances be codi-
fied; that the offices of coroner
and sheriff be consolidated; that
these offices not be consolidated;
that the offices -of district at-
torney and public administrator
be consolidated; that these of-
fices not be consolidated; that
the offices of county clerk and
county recorder be consolidated;
that these offices not be consoli-
dated; that county records be
microfilmed for ease of storage,
and that the offices of county
surveyor and county road com-
missioner be consolidated.

Since 1950 the grand juries
have scored the county’s apathy
toward the county probation de-
partment, contending the pro-

bation officer is overworked
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