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ranite Rock Co. has
replaced its old ‘‘low-tech”
rock-processing plant in

Aromas with a $16.5 million

~operation in which a com-
puter controls such thmgs as

sing outgoing loads.

ew plant at an open

plant and adjacent
its opening" .
- renamed for ¢

grandsons. Steve and

ed fu'm

. sorti rocks by size and
‘ auimatlcally weighing and

e company sh0wed “off

for 700 people yestetday :
will formally dedicate it
at a party for employ-«

W. Woolpert, are now
ents of the ’Watson--

upgraded over the. years, of

course, but was still ‘“low-
tech,” said Mannie Shaffer,

‘Gramtes land manager. ‘It

was all mechamcal i he
saxd

A portion of the old plant

-and its gray metal building
are visible from Highway 129.

The new plant, which has

been used since September,
will improve efficiency, but
Granite isn’t planning on
boostmg productlon in
Aromas.

“We’re not in an expansaon ;

mode,” said Steve Woolpert

- The plant produces more
.than two million tons of rock

a year, used to make con-
‘crete and other consti‘ucg ’
products. Among Granite’s

projects was supplying

cement for the Monterey Bay
“Aquanum.

~ From a two-story bmldmg'f_
overlooking the processing

plant, a computer can con-

Rock quarry goes high tech

+ By LANE WALLACE

yesterday.

Before the new plant was
completed, outgoing trucks
were filled from a loading
truck, and getting the correct
weight depended on the skill

‘of the driver. The drivers
 were fairly adept at measur-
. ing the right amount, but it
~was still an inexact science,
- said Bruce Woolpert. “They

guessed" at the amount he
said.

If the load measured heav-

_ ier than allowed at the check-
- out scale, the driver would

have to return to the loading

~site to have some rock taken
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. With th lant gue -
‘work — and a mé’ of tieha add |

cost — have been eliminated.
Trucks drive through the

automated load-out ramp,

which has 10 overhead stor-
age bins for dispensing mea-
sured amounts of rock.

Steve Woolpert said the

‘area the company already.

. crushed gramte deposit in the ’
U.S

The San Andreas fault runs
through part of the quarry
area (but not the plant).
That’s an advantage, said
Steve Woolpert, because
some of the granite is ‘‘pre-
fractured”’ and easier to
mine. The plant has been
built to withstand an earth-
quake far above the magni-
tude of the 1906 San
Francisco quake, he said.

The new quarry includes a
number of conservation mea-

» sures, including planting of a

grove of 54 redwood trees
near the entrance. Those

@F,S? were to be planted
as *i- Pl ict?tdon'

ded

eve T o

5. The plant and quarry sxt on

500 acres; there’s another

11,500 acres that Granite Rock
is holding as open space.,

Steve Woolpert said.

Granite Rock has 450‘
employees, including 100 in
Ar the largest of its five
e company has 17
"0 plants, all,«vz'-w




