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Innocent plea
In cruelty case
By DONNA KIMURA C('ﬁ(o ,Cl (

Sentinel staff writer
SANTA CRUZ — A man accused of beati icki
] ' ng, kicking,
Ic){ll(l:.))klnglang (alltt_emptlng to drown a golden retrievegr
PPy pleaded innocent to a misdeme
an}n;]al cruelty Wednesday. g il
ohn McKee, 33, of Santa Cruz, entered the plea i
hn s : a in
M1_1n1c1pal Cou;‘t, where Judge Richard McAdalr)ns ap-
pollglted a pubgc defender to represent him.
convicted, the charge can bri jail ti
McAdams said. 5 S o
The case touched two animal lovers enough to at-

tend the morning court proceedings. T
met McKee before. i S

“They (dogs) are defenseless,” said Pete Gra

¢ : nstrom,
who attended the arraignment after reading about the
case in the newspaper. “When you hear about that

type gf abuse it is in some respects worse than man on
man.

Dorothy Welch said she was also motivated to
: o to
court after hearing about the alleged abuse. i
Neighbors. of McKee reportedly gave police six writ-

ten statements alleging that McKee hit, kick
. _ ; ; ed and
mistreated his dogs on several occasiois.
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Three dogs were taken from
McKee on Monday — an adult Ger-
man shepherd and two 5-month-old
male and female golden retriever
pups.

The male pup, which was wet
and dirty when it arrived at an ani-
mal hospital, was bleeding into the
whites of his eyes with “a signifi-
cant hemorrhage,” a veterinarian
said.

Other injuries included a newly
fractured rib, an older rib fracture,
a fever and diarrhea.

The female puppy had old, un-
healed rib and leg fractures and a
dislocated hip that will require
surgery to fix, said the veterinari-
an.
According to the Santa Cruz Vet-
erinary Hospital, both puppies
were improving Wednesday. The
female, however, was going to be
placed into an intensive-care unit

for treatment of pneumonia.

According to reports, McKee told
police he had been disciplining his
dogs when the neighbors started
yelling at him. McKee said he
sprayed the dogs with water and
spanked them after they defecated
on the lawn.

In court, Assistant District Attor-
ney Archie Webber said additional
charges may be filed against
McKee. He said the misdemeanor
animal cruelty charge may also be
amended to be a felony.

Saying that McKee is a 22-year
resident of Santa Cruz County,
Judge McAdams released him
from jail on his own recognizance
Wednesday.

McKee, however, is not allowed
to possess any animals while the
case is pending.

He was ordered by McAdams
“not to be in the proximity of pets
or animals unless there is a SPCA
officer present.”




