ﬁﬂ‘& canmng business in

SANTA CRUZ CITY

By TOM LONG
Sentinel staff writer
SANTA CRUZ — Minnie Pol

walked through the maze of track and

sinks and conveyor belts that make up

the Pacific Coast Producers cannery

Thursday as casually as if thq m
building was her home, ;

She ‘walked past gargan

that spit staam in a consta

astrini can talk ébout the m
every machine in this place. She

s where the cans were labeled.
worked in this plant for more than

iiywit'seioaingmer'lsminthe
cnnnmgbmmm 4

" The property onmmmnmw
Seabright Avenue just became ‘“to0
valuable” to hold a cannery, ac
to plant manager Boyd Stevens.

group of local investors, including reui i
W

estate investor Jim Foster, the

Ow family and skateboard
turer Richard Novak, Wmm

1 March and pl wmnm;
1t industrial facility.

" Thursday, workers packed the
m of the pears Then Pollastﬁﬂ
and other longtime workers joi
crew for a potluck lunch |
 commemmorate the end of an &i
_in Santa Cruz.

~ “We’re having a sort of last @
 per,” said Stevens. “This is the end -

<

where the pears were cored, she i 2 Gogt
less than half of the M’l

‘When I first came here 1t 'Ils

s just a hole in the wall,” she said.

“There were houses all

the front here and the bosses ﬁf :
lived in them,” said Mary alisi, who

l'edred last week after workina 30

Amal production.

Stevens figured that the cannery
m turned out some 800 million
‘cans of pears over the past 40 years.
ﬁaanprocess3000pearsam

~according to Stevens.

t pears were only part of the

rk in the 1950s.
‘asparagus...,” she said.

“Those were ‘the days whqt ﬁe‘

had to cut them by I
MastrimSaid.“Befaréall
[ Yeh e

~ Pollastrini remembemd cleaning

md cutting vegetables and fruit
during World War II. “During the
war we worked seven weeks once

without a day off,” she said. “Then

one day therewasawhl,sththw
blew that told us the war was over.
You should have seen how every-
im thrnwm up in the

* Pollasrind. and 1

rchmes how they chopped md
 cored'the fruit. They pulled fres

? ferent jobs they had doneglt

when Marsalisi can; toA
 “We" did apricots, beans, M-’

lklﬂi,

d the cannery 60 years befonmﬂr

]

ing.
“Josephine and I stood m
. from each other here for more than

- 20 years and we never had MM

word ” Pollastrini said. i
- The women described the

canned pears out of a tin an
‘judged them. They outlined the dil
ant. i % |
‘SIX hundred people workellt ]
wnnery in its prime. Tth :

ed people worked there T

y. Most of those people

their final paychecks bef@o :
 potluck lunch. : Aooill

i

Even new owner Foster was a bit
Qaddened by the cannery’s clo

~ “It’s sort of sad to see the,tnd;af
g lthoee people workmﬁ’”
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