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/Pillshury official says
boycott nothing new

A spokesman for Pillsbury- the coalition’s boycott “non-
Green Giant said that a boycott productive.”
of the compeny argnoupcsd  dd “We think the emphasis
terday in Watsonville is , 2 D€W should be on the future — the
dress for sometl!xng, that’s been training program, helping the
going on for awhile. laid-off workers find new ca-

A coalition of some of the re- reers and certainly modernizing
cently laid-off Pillsbury-Green the plant in Watsonville as a key
Giant workers, labor, church West Coast facility for the fu-
and environmental groups is ture,” he said.
asking consumers not to buy Thompson said he wouldn’t
Pillsbury dough products or .. any comment on the coali-
Green Giant frozen vegetables. tion’s derpands.

1t is also asking people to boy-:
cott Burger King and Haagen- These include restoration of
Daz - two other subsidiaries of jobs to the more than 300 laid-
Pillsbury’s parent company, off workers, or extension of sev-
Grand Metropolitan. erance benefits for three years;

Terry Thompson, vice presi-. higher pay for workers at _the
dent in charge of public rela- ¢0Mpanys lIrapuato, Mexico,
tions at Pillsbury headquarters Plant and the right to organize a_
in Minneapolis, said the coali- Union there; and a substantial
tion had as much as called for contribution to a water treat-
such a boycott a number of ment system in Irapuato.
ltelar:;:Es through picketing and  qy company is already tak-

; ing steps to make the effluent at

Thompson pointed out that its Irapuato plant effirely free
Teamsters Local 912, which rep- of contaminants, Thompson
resents the laid-off workers and said.
the more than 150 workers still « ) §
on the Job a the Green Gt porcy o, pollte, but the
plant, is not taking part in the Irapuato is not what we’d like it
boycott campaign. to be,” he said. “We feel we can

“We thought it was significant have a role in improving it over
that the union did not partici- time.”
pate,” Thompson said. He called — Susanna Heckman




