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The Soquel Creek Water Dis-
trict 'is asking U.S. Rep. Leon
Panetta for help in getting the

Environmental Protecti ency
to retract its dew So-
quel and ag pol-
luteb% s

directors
seekingi® elp in the
matt 3‘ district is particu-
larlngg;I Shat newspaper sto-
ries regarding the EPA list of
contaminated waterways have
pointed out that the streams are

considered some of the most pol-
luted in the country.

Besides Soquel and Aptos
creeks, the list includes Monterey
Bay, Moss Landing Harbor, the
Elkhorn and Watsonville sloughs
and the Pajaro and San Lorenzo
rivers.

Bob Johnson, general manager
of the Soquel water district, said
the EPA’s list is inaccurate and
misleading and has caused “cries
of angulsh” from several water
agenc1es besides those in Santa

Cruz County, including the city of
Marin’s and East Bay Municipal
Utility District.

Johnson said he has seen cop-

‘ies of newspaper stories on the

list hanging in the windows of
bottled-water companies.

“It’'s used for misinformation,”
Johnson said, “and the public has
enough of that going on without
adding to it.”

Rather than being contami-
nated, the Aptos and Soquel
creeks actually rank high in
cleanliness and would have made
a state list of “pristine” streams
if they did not contain sediment
from erosion and grading activi-
ties, Johnson said. Since the wa-
ter district is considering Soquel
Creek as a future source of water
supply, it wants its customers to
know the EPA listing is wrong,

- he said.

“Our future som'ce of water
supply is not Love Canal” said
Johnson, referring to the East
Coast neighborhood contami-
nated by toxic wastes.

Johnson said the EPA desig-

nations apparently orlgmated

with a report on potentially pol:
luted local streams compiled by
the State Water Resources Con-
trol Board’s Water Quality Divi-
sion. In that report, the state‘
rated streams as “A” for pris b
“B” for other than prxstme but
not contaminated and “C” for
contaminated. It was that report
that rated the Aptos and Soquel
creeks as nearly pristine, but
containing sediment which rele-
gated them to the “B” category.

The EPA in its designation of
polluted streams used the state’s
list for reference, but combined
the “B” and “C” categories,
Johnson said. When regional
EPA officials were questioned
about the designation, they were
vague and said they could mt'
state with what contaminants the
creeks were supposedly polluted
Johnson said.

The implication was it was up
to local agencies to prove their
streams were not polluted. So

.Johnson said the water district

decided it was in the best inter-
ests of the public to pursue a
retraction of the EPA’" demgna—
tion.’ ;



