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Sterile male moths, predatory °
wasps and ground-based phero- -
mone and insecticide applications -
could be deployed in an effortto .
rid California of the light brown :
apple moth by 2015.

The options for an eradication
program are detailed in a draft
environmental study released Fri-
day by the California Department -
of Food and Agriculture. 3

What’s missing from the doc-
ument, which runs more than -
1,500 pages, is any plan to repeat ..
the aerial spraying over urban
areas, which sparked lawsuits -
and judicial orders in Santa Cruz -
and Monterey counties to halt the
controversial treatment until an -
environmental review was com-
plete.

“Too bad, we ended up havingto.
take the spray to get to this point,” -
said Supervisor Neal Coonerty,
who believes along with some sci-
entific experts that the state has
overblown the threat posed by the -

-t ~moth.”

“They better find a reallstlc
goal because it’s not realistic that
they can eradicate (the moth) and
it leads them to control measures
that are dangerous and not accept-
able to the general population.”
Michael Jarvis, CDFA deputy
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The draft envwonmental lmpact
report explores four optnons for fi ght
ing pests with the goal of eradtcatson
by 2445. -
W Release of sterile ma|es to restnct
successful mating. :
B Mating-disruption pheromone
- attracts males and prevents the
from mating. The pheromone woul
be applied in ground treatments i
urban areas and by aerial spraylng i
heavily infested remote areas. n
B Deployment of native wasps whxch
act as a parasite on moth eggs. = -
M Targeting larvae with a bno[oglcaﬂy _
based pesticide, Bacillus "(hunnglen L
sis kurstaki. Ground treatment only N




