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Public hearings :_will be held before the City Council makes a final decision on

City ready to replace wo

By KAREN CLARK
Sentinel staff writer

SANTA CRUZ — Replacing the wear

Cliff Drive bridge, first proposed whenyf(‘eigigiI
al money became available in mid-1987, is
baclg on the front burner of city projects.’

City Council members this week formed a
committee to help draft a preliminary design
of a new $1 million concrete bridge.

_ The council also approved sending the ini-
tial environmental paperwork to Caltrans
and the Federal Highway Administration
which 1s paying for the work. ;

The historic wooden bridge, which con-
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nects the beach area with West Cliff Drive,

was built over the i ;
line in 1915, Southern Pacific Railroad

It is listed in the Historic Hi i

i " ghway B;
of Qallfprnlg as an example of the osr’llyrigﬁ::
of its kind in the state. It also is eligible for
the National Historic Register.

The wooden bridge, however, is *
ally deficient,” said Chris Schnéiter, ggg‘ils(:ttalllrft
director of .Pubh(‘: Works. “The difficulty with
wooden bridges is they’re very hard to reha-
bilitate — to the point of being impossible.”
Counc1lwqm_an Katherine Bejers, however
has been critical of lack of public involve-
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with Beiers to require bridge com-
mittee members to conduct a pub-
lic hearing on their work.
. ¥ @Kt this point, the momentum is
| clear weire likely to -take the
bridge down,” said Councilman
Don Lane. “I don’t think we should
have a charade if that’s what we're
intending to do.”

But Beiers was adamant, saying
there has been ‘no public an-
nouncement that the bridge is in
danger” of being replaced.

Actually, the issue has been dis-
cussed in previous public meet-
ings, including the council’s bud-
get hearings this year and last, as
well as the Historic Preservation
Commission.

But Beiers said few members of
the public attend pudget hearings,
and the Historic Preservation Com-
mission didn’t have all the paper-
work available when it last dis-
cussed the issue.

“I think you’ve got people who
have to get a job done, and this is
how they can expedite their pro-
ject,” said Beiers about the Public
Works Department.

She said that in May 1990, she
had asked staff to find out if the §1
million in federal bridge replace-
ment funds could be used for re-
storing historic bridges.

The meeting with state officials
finally was held in this year, after
Beiers repeated her request at a
council meeting in September.

The result, she said, was a deci-
sion that the funds could not be
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the beagh-area wooden bridge.

oden bridge

ment in the proce i i
togi';:‘hs'tructur%. ss toward replacing a his-
“This _is one of, if not the most, signi
brldges in Santa Cruz (that’s) coﬁlsiilgéugoc\?rgt
and it should get at least some kind of public
h_earmg, said Beiers, noting that even put-
tu}‘g In a stop Sign requires a public hearing
The disappointment for me is that al.
though they (Public Works) are technically
not ’reqqlreq to have a meeting,  that they
dl((i)l’:l t ’Is‘ﬁe téns was good government.”
esday, council members anxi
keep the project on track grudgingb)r( lg,};lrsegg

Please see BRIDGE — A16

used to restore West Cliff Drive
bridge.

Schneiter said at the council
meeting this week that he also had
found no other funding sources
that would allow the city to.restore
rather than rebuild.

He said that the problem in reha-
bilitating the bridge is that it
would have to be brought up to
current standards, “which on a
wooden bridge is impossible.”

There also is no money to main-
tain the aging bridge, he said.

Options that must be considered
when dealing with a historic struc-
ture include finding a group to
take the bridge for private use, or
incorporating unique parts of the
old bridge to ‘make the new one
look better. :

If final approval is granted to re-
place the bridge, the new one
would be wider, sturdier and

. would include pedestrian lanes.

Public Works officials originally
had expected to use the federal
money earmarked in 1987 to re-
place East Cliff Drive bridge, the
Riverside Avenue bridge and the
West Cliff bridge.

The East Cliff bridge was fin-
ished in 1990, and the Riverside
bridge (which got federal money
because it was damaged in the
earthquake) was completed this
year. ’

The Oct. 17, 1989, earthquake de-
layed work on the West CIiff Drive
bridge because of the urgency of
repairing the Riverside span, said
officials. .




