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THE SENTINEL

EDITORIALS

Bonds For Cabrillo

- It was the unanimous decision of a
“ecounty-wide citizens advisory committee
‘that the trustees of the Cabrillo junior
college district should call an election
on a $7,000,000 bond issue to finance
the construction of a ]umor college cam-

. pus.

The site of the campus has already
been selected—the Porter Sesnon. prop-
erty in Porter Gulch in the Mid-County
on the dividing line of the Santa Cruz
and Watsonville high school districts.

The citizens committee based their
recommendation on the basis of build-
ing a campus to house 2000 students at
a cost of about $3500 per student, an
estimate already used by specialists for
the Master Plan for Higher Education in
California.

~Regardless of What action may be
taken by the college’s board of gover-
nors, it seems obvious that the proposed

- bond issue will be somewhere around
-the $7,000,000 figure.

It sounds like, and it is, a gxeat deal
_of money.

It is money, however, that would be
well spent in the development of the
‘first public institution of higher educa-
~tion in Santa Cruz county.

And, as the committee pointed out,
it is money that must be spent if we are
to provide our students with an oppor-
tunity for higher education.

“Under the system formerly used in
Santa Cruz county, we would spend in

excess . of $7,500,000 on construction

costs alone to out-of-county junior col-
leges who would be educating our chil-
dren.

California law prov1des that junior
college education must be made avail-
able for all students who wish to attend.
If you don’t have your own junior col-
lege district, you are taxed to provide

for the education that students from your |

county obtain at other junior colleges.

Last year Santa Cruz county taxpay-
ers paid out a half a million dollars to
out-of-county junior college districts to

+ educate students from our county.

This 'year, this payment was avoided
under terms of legislation passed at the
last session of the legislature. ,

This year Cabrillo college. is operat-
ing under make-shift conditions at the
Watsonville h,lgh school, using old build-

ings for some. operating |
““Yinder an exte ay pf?ogd am that con- |

tinues to 6 p.m. and into the evening.

It was planned to handle 300 stu-

dents, but there were 458 students en-

rolled in the day program—>50 per cent

higher than intitial enrollment estimates,

- Next year there will be 200 more

< high school seniors graduated from our

high schools than there were this year.

And in 1961, there will be another 200
more.
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We. have already enrolled in our
school systems twice as many first grad-
~~ers as we have high school seniors, so
- the future enrollment for the junior col-
lege district is already in our elementary
schools without additional population

growth in the area. : .

Therefore, it’s rather.easy to see that
we need a campus that we can handle

2000 students. : :

- The cost figure provided by the citi-
zens’ committee is on par with state
. prognostications. The committee, you
may recall, pointed out the need for a
school of medium quality construction
that will fill both the housing require-
ments and the educational policies of
our new college.

It will be some time before firm
estimates on building costs and the
requirements for the school can be de-
termined although the preliminary plan-
ning has indicated a goal in line with
the committee’s recommendation.

It is apparent that building costs are
increasing and that bond interest costs
are also up ‘although there is a possi-
bility that the bond rate may drop next
spring. i

The young men and women of Santa
Cruz county need an adequate junior
college. They deserve and must have,
‘the best possible educational plant that
we can provide.

The proposal by the citizens’ com-
mittee is well within the bonding ca-
pacity of the county-wide junior college
district. It would cost the owner of a
medium priced home in the $15,000 class
about a dollar a month in taxes for bonds
during the first years of the bonding
period and then gradually decline for
the duration of the bonds. -

Thus, the proposed bonding program
for Cabrillo college is within the finan-
cial means of the people of Santa Cruz
county. :
Certainly, it would add to taxes. but
t will also pay us far, greater dividends -
than most of our investments in govern-
ent. It is far cheaper for the countysto

ducate our children at home than it is
to send tax dollars into another com-
munity,
We will await further developments
at the trustee level, but we believe the
itizens committee has provided strong
bstance for their recommendations.




