Santa Cruz officials are worried
about gypsy moth spraying plan

By JOAN RAYMOND

Sentinel Staff Writer
SANTA CRUZ — City officials have
_ joined Supervisor Joe Cucchiara and San
Lorenzo Valley Water District directors in
sounding an alarm about a state plan to
eradicate gypsy moths by spraying the
‘insecticide, carbaryl, over 175 acres of

Santa Cruz Water Department Director
Morris Allen maintains ground spraying of
_carbaryl should be used only as a “‘last
resort”’ by the state Department of Food
and Agriculture for its gypsy moth
eradication program, scheduled to begin
in the spring.

Allen is worried the spraymg of
carbaryl could pollute the San Lorenzo
River, a major source of drinking water
for customers seryed by the Santa Cruz
Wm Department.

* If carbaryl must be used, states Allen in

a report to the City Council, its use should

“be limited and carefully controlled. A
strict program should prevent pollution of
waterways, he said.

Local publlc agencies should be notified
five days in advance before there is any
application of the insecticide, said Allen.

Allen has recommended the City Coun-

cil tell state officials to use carbaryl only
“ag a last resort” and only after
therough determination has been made
that no other measure can achieve
eradication” of the gypsy moth larvae.
_ The gypsy moth caterpillar hatches in
the spring and voraciously munches
leaves on a wide variety of plants and
trees. The discovery of seven moths over a
nine-square-mile area of Felton last sum-
mer was enough to worry agricultural
officials about the potential for wide-
spread defoliation.

State officials plan to spray carbaryl
(commonly known as Sevin) over 175
acres of Felton. Additionally, a 250-acre

pymg area will be sprayed from

_over the state’s Mediterranean fruit :

h ‘-

r by helicopters with the _non- year
)  state monitoring program were found in

Allen has recommended biological con-
trol with Bt 'be used before the state
Agriculture Department considers using
toxins such as carbaryl. '

State officials plan to go through the
process of re-regxstermg carbaryl so that
is can be used in the 1985 moth eradlcatlon
program.

They are expected to delay a decision on
re-registration until Dec. 21 to allow time
for public comments to be submitted,
although no public hearing has been set.

-Mayor Mardi Wormhoudt said today she

- expects the council to follow Allen’s rec-

ommendation at a councll meetmg on
Tuesday.

She said the use of carbaryl poses ‘““a
serious threat” to the water supply. The
mayor said state officials are ‘‘over-
reacting’’ to the discovery of the moths

 last summer.

“The battle between state and locil,
fxctals is reminiscent of the fights in

eradication program. The state won that
battle and went ahead with a malathion-
spraying program. Since that time, of-
ficials say there has only been one re-
ported fruit fly appearance on the Cali-
fornia scene — a bug was found recenﬂy in
Beverly Hills.

‘State officials have said proclalmeﬂ the
“Medfly- War«” as victory on the side of
farmers.

Last week, tbe SLV Water Diltrie&
Board of Directors agreed to recommend
the use of Bt over carbaryl, and to urge
the use of other alternatives to carbaryl.

State Assemblyman Sam Farr, D-
Carmel, has said he will lobby state of-
ficials on behalf of local officials to ml?
use carbaryl.

Allen said Bt alone has not commonly
been used as an eradiction technique. In

‘one try in 1983 in San Diego, Allen said the

use of Bt by itself failed to prevent re-
appearance of the moth the following
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- carbaryl. This helps to causeNthe break-
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Felton, said Allen.
As a result, the Gypsy Moth Mnce
Advisory Panel has recommen the
spray program to the state Agriculture
Department. :

But one member of the advisory mel
Donald Dahlsten, gave a minority o
recommended the use of Bt only. iﬂ
"Bt appears tfo be as efficacious as
.carbaryl and is certainly less hazarms to
humans and the environment.”

An analysis by Allen and his staff has
shown carbaryl has a ‘‘half-life’’ of seven
to nine days in the soil and one to five days
in the water under conditions prevalent in
the river. A half-life is the time it takes for

" half the amount of the substance w de-

generate.

Allen said flowing water cms
suspended particles of soils which adhere
to bacterial populations which consume
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vironmental concerns over the state De-
‘partment of Food-and Agriculture’s plan
: to’spray Felton this spring with an insec-
ticide to kill the leaf-eating gypsy moth
caterpillar. -
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_ River, a major drinking water source for
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carbaryl “only as a last resort,” par
larly since the spraying could continue for
- several seasons.

The so-called Gypsy Moth Eradicatxon
Program calls for carbaryl ground spray-
ing over 175 acres and air spraying of an
‘overlapping 250 acres with the non-

ingiensis (Bt).

DFA regional manager John c«m«n
‘said carbaryl would not be sprayed within
50 feet of the river and of Fall Creek. He
 said Bull Creek — a stream that runs part
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~ water, he said.
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“Any chance of exposure is too m
said Mayor Mardi Wormhoudt. =~

Connell said state officials wuﬂi wrk‘
with the county Health
local water officials to monitor the sp
ing ‘‘to be sure there is no residh n
water.”’ i

‘wanted to know if the city would itm :

Semwmmvasked Connelt, - < R9%
‘Connell said state officials would M %

what should be done in the case el “ﬂr

treme emergency."”
Sears-Williams said she was “maﬁf

appointed the state does not have some

. policy for an emergency.”

Details of a monitoring progrmﬁk

- worked out with local water ofﬁm uﬂ

Connell.
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