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The search continues for the
mother -ship involW8d* in yester-
day’s seizures at Moss Landing
Harbdr and Half Moon Bay. It is
suspected that the two boats,
which picked up approximately 305
undocumented CHinese im-
migrants, came from a ship lo-
cated off the coast outside U.S wa-
ters.
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Federal immigration agents and
the Coast Guard carried out the
seizures of the 65-foot Angel and
the 46-foot Pelican from Moss
Landing Harbor and Half Moon
Bay. The Coast Guard had been
monitoring the-two boats for sev-
ad no further infor-

Guard.

“We’ve noticed a rise An the
“number of vessels used for smug-
gling,” Freier, said, adding that an
investigation into boats used for
smuggling is being carried out all
along the West Coast.

Freier said illegal immigrants
tend to use large cargo freighters.
“They’ve been converted for
human  cargo .. The cargo has
been stripped on the inside where
they lay out 55-gallon drums for oil
to make it across the ocean.”
Wood slabs are placed on top of
the oil drums for people to lay on,
She said the crews are usually
Taiwanese, Burmese or Indone-
sian.

The 305 undocumented im-
migrants found aboard the Angel
and the Pelican were taken yester-
day to an Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service detention and
deportation facility in Lerdo in the
Bakersfield area. The San Mateo
County Sheriffs Department and
the Monterey County Sheriffs De-
partment assisted with transporta-
tion. ;

“Yesterday’s situation stretched
our resources equiprnent-wise and
resource-wise,” Alan Dwelley, as-
sistant chief patrol agent with the
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n and Naturalization
¥ rmore, said. He es-
e has processed

800 undocu-

etween 700 and 4

?nented immigrants from boat sel
es so far this year.

Zu'rI‘he immigrants areh cirxézr:)th};
i rocessed and checke

tt):;m%ngdical personnel, Dwelley

said. There were unconfirmed re-

ports yesterday that some were

suffering from tuberculosis and

titis, he said.
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