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It’s Go, Man, Go,

# =

ishing.Lasts Until Novémber
_If You Can Find The Fish

Story by Daryl Wagner
Pictures by Wally Trabing
«galmon!  All schooled up just off the whistling buoy!”
~ When these words spread to the legions of salmon ad-
dicts, there is a mass exodus to the wharf and the boat

launching facilities. ;

. The pictures on this page and this story will show

those of you who are not afflicted with salmonitis a typical

day on Monterey Bay salmon fishing.

The day begins when the alarm sounds off well before

dawn. Breakfast is eaten, the

gear carefully arranged and sort- :

ed the evening before, is loaded  When a salmon hits your line,

:Rx;h;l;fe car and you head for the %/ou filist feel a coux;le of light

2 aps, almost ti tle t i

Upon arrival, if you have your jf pyou areS nogop%;riln; ;?teﬁ?%f

own boat, you take your place in then a heavy pull as the fish is

line waiting to use the davits t0 hooked. Fishing from a small

lower the craft to the water. If boat, we generally kill the motor,

© you are renting a boat and motor, pull up the other fishing lines
~§gereagea§gl'f‘lllieclé line, waiting for and llet tge one wl'%hhas the fish

e s . on play him out. en the fi

While you are waiting in one of is fl;na}ily tired out, tr;le :néizlt{
these lines, your partner takes guides him to the boat and the
the car and tries to find a park- net is slipped under the water
ing place. That’s right. At 5 am. behind the fish, and the angler
you have trouble finding a park- lets a little slack out, causing the
ing place on the wharf. You ei- fish to slide backwards as the net
ther have to park in a 12-hour moves forward and up, ending
meter or in an unmetered area. the first of a three-fish daily lim-
“SALMON RUN” travels like wildfire, and in a flash th o Bl A B e tin e you ‘

M " travels like wildfire, and in a flas L e R e Tt A { o where you are waiting S0 you - The sal : : :
mum::l}laal wharf is lined with private boats from Ed turn at the end of the );lay boats "Iineeu‘:a';s:' h(:;} tah e o thee s:e;noirrll 1}51i550§;ti(1)fg ah;)gilgg’ BT hods which f“ade e e e by
Twohig’s Boat Rental landing to Beach street. It takes more waiting their turn to be hoisted back onto the wi E}m re%t vgtaltmg l}rll lm% ?tnd ytou and it will help to know these _Brothers e .Wh'Ch' is usally .USEd flor: somine rcigh fiah.

‘ 1 nto the go inside to purchase bait, extra yLapits in angling for them. When ing. But sometimes the commercial boys'like to fish for fun.
fasgf—bgltetrs, W%lghts and other the salmon spots a school of
ast-minute needs. & fi T

You stow these items in the gg&gfshﬁiﬁ?nglaz?&s_ gﬁnlilg!? the
boat, and by this time you are yany anchovies as ossibleg I—?:
about ready to be lowered to the they turns and at his e e
water. You back the trailer under pack and dines on the in"t%r 3
the davits, hook on the lines and ficp e
dash down to the landing below = . o
while the boat is being lowered. _He seems to prefer an injured
You carefully climb down the fish to a dead one for dinner,
steps and info the boat, release and that is why it is important
the davit lines and give a hope- ¥ have your bait or lure travel
ful pull on the motor. : in an erratic manner, to imitate

It purrs into action and you 27 injured bait fish.
are off to the fishing grounds. When there are large schools

The foregoing is a typical be- of salmon in the bay, it is not
ginning for a day’s fishing in uncommon to see 150 to 200 boats
small craft, and regardless of of all sizes and descriptions trol-
the wharf, Santa Cruz or Capitola, ling back and forth. They range
the story is about the same. If frem small private and rented
you prefer a little more boat skiffs to large yachts and sail
under your feet, there are party boats.
boats that carry from five to 15 Presently there are quite a few
anglers. The C. Stagnaro trollers salmon being taken in local wat-
carry up to 15 passengers, and ers, though not like the run earli-
it;rl:llle ﬁvzf tghzegéger party boats er in the season.

When you arrive at the fishing thAnd for ﬂfm economy-minded,
grounds you find there are al- o revenuse s ocean industry
ready many other boats fishing, dr}ngs ?h anta Cruz is tremen
so you cut the motor to trolling e ese sportsmen spend
speed, rig the lines and start money for gas, oil, food, lodging,
fishing. You slow the motor down equgment, clothing gnd  even
until it just barely makes head- p a;' ng meters. There are guite
way, leting the lises trail behind B Ty B
the boat. i :

Anchovies are the preferred as a matter of course, but you
Lait. They are harnessgde t% gn would be surprised at the num.
“easy-baiter,” which is a hook with ber of out-of-town fishermen who
a long flat shank. The shank is ﬁs,{fhg“;c‘c’f)ggg;@igg“; opularly.
inserted n i ? it ; i /e
choevye . deazaf-}elfeultlz;rﬂ gi;};ﬁ %‘}) show just a few of the scenes you TWO FISHERMEN in a'private o.uiboard cruiser hit paydirt
the center of the bait and out will see when the salmon are and cut their engine to pull a fine salmon aboard. Nearly

running in Monterey Bay. 200 boats, from skiffs to luxury yachis, were trolling in

the mouth. A pin is inserted
ouch.the top of the anchovy’s e a three-mile circle in salmon water during the run this year.
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_ ONE-BY-ONE, in the dawn, as the boats are lowered from
the municipal wharf, they head for sea, fishermen eagerly
preparing their lines and baits. It's an exhilarating ride out

FISHING POLES protrude from the side of this party boat
like bug antennas. in the salmon arena off Santa Cruz. The
shout of “fish on” or “net” heard across the water indicates
a salmon has been hooked, and with luck, will be netted.
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to the fishing 3
boats are shown

5 am. shank of the easy-baiter and out
through the bottom jaw and a
fine piece of wire clamps the
jaws shut and holds the easy-
Laiter in place.

Many of us prefer a sliding
rig which accomplishes the same
result, but allows changing the
action of the bait to suit various
trolling speeds. Personally, I
have never been able to tie a
good sliding knot, so I buy the
igs already tied from Ed Twohig,
who ties them up for his custo-
mers. I also believe that once
you get the hang of using the
sliding rig, you will hook more
fish, as the hook can be placed
in a better position near the tail
of the bait.

You attach the bait to a long
leader joined to the line through
a sinker release, which drops the
one or two pound weight when a
{ish strikes the line. And if you
don’t get action from bait, there
are hundreds of spoons and other
artificial lures that are used.
Probably the most widely used is
a number five Andy Reeker sil-
ver spoon, which most us consider
te be the “old reliable.”

s they begnfheir trip at

CLOSE to 200 BOATS worked
back and forth across the sal-
mon fishing area during the
big run in April. In this shot,
you can pick out skiffs, party
boats, commercial fishing
boats, runabouts, a sailboat
and a large yacht. A good
run of salmon brings out any-
thing that will safely float.

“STAGO” STAGNARO, skipper of the “Marie,” a party boat,
nets a real beauty for one of the salmon fishermen. It's a
happy and encouraging moment for the sportsmen aboard.
This one weighed in at 22 pounds. The C. Stagnaro Fishing
corporation runs party hoats when salmon are in-the bay.
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A FIGHTING SALMON breaks
water off the whistling bouy
trying to shake the hook from
his mouth. On the other end
was Daryl Wagner. The fish
hit air about four times dur-
ing the 25-minute fight. The
fisherman in the background
looks on enviously as he
trolls past the struggle.

DARYL WAGNER, outdoor columnist for The Sentinel
Found the touch and came home with this 18-pound sal
mon. This will make many a good meal out of the freezer
Wagner hooked three good fish during the day. The sporis-{
fishing ocean season closes November fifteenth this year.




