Bill to rescue libraries
goes to Wilson’s desk

By KATHY KREIGER
Sentinel staff writer

‘SANTA CRUZ — A bill to rescue
the county’s library system is
headed to the,governor’s desk, af-
ter 41-28 appr¥Vval by the state As-
sembly on Tuesday.

‘Assembly Bill1905 would allow
the county Board of Supervisors to
give libraries $930,000 a year in
oroperty taxes that usually go to
water and sanitation districts and
the Port District. |

Most of the credit for the bill’s
passage goes to Senate majority
leader Henry Mello, who has taken
the libraries under his wing.

-Joining the Watsonville Demo-
crat in supporting the bill Tuesday
was Santa Cruz Republican Bruce
McPherson.

He was only Republican in the
Assembly to vote for the bill. Mc-
Pherson not only broke party
ranks, he went against the Republi-
can caucus’s dislike of the bill.

“Any kind of fee or new tax that

‘It’'snot a
picture-perfect way
to do it. But ...we
cannot let our
library services fall -
apart in Santa Cruz
County.’

— Bruce McPherson,
Assemblyman

comes in bothers the caucus in
general,” McPherson said in a
phone conversation from Sacra-

mento. “And that’s understand-
able. It’'s not something I like to
vote for, either.”

McPherson outlined his objec-

tiong to-the b111 and why he voted
for it anyway.

“It’s not a picture-perfect way to
do it. The county has to make some
priorities and even put libraries at
a higher echelon,” he said. “And I
don’t like to have other districts

. responsible for library services

throughout the county. But the
overriding issue is, we cannot let
our library services fall apart in
Santa Cruz County.”

Once the bill hits the governor’s

desk, he has 30 days to sign it into
law or veto it.
" Whether Republican Gov. Pete
Wilson will go against his party’s
recommendation or stand with the
freshman GOP member remains to
be seen.

“I'd put it at 50-50 right now,”
McPherson said. “He too is very
concerned about the tax implica-
tions but I'm going to be telling
him how important it is and how
much importance people in Santa
Cruz County place on their library
system.”

Mello said Tuesday he also plans
to lobby the governor in favor of
the bill.

AB 1905 is the second library bill
the Legislature has sent to the gov-
ernor’s desk.




