. . WO o ,iJa’," :;‘f:‘;"'m o<
»ox >, P B ’ )

Wi (B2 Wirg - - S N

o I"'_."T_}!m..___.‘.dﬁ —x=i

R e e D .,

e ,,'!"un-'-'-_'...'..-'—'-ntﬂ"-’-'l~

= : g POBL - P ’;:‘\, o "
~ Bl N e AP 4 Tak (:A;
2k c Tt Lokt
) > A 2

How does their garden grow? Nine-year-old raspberry

pickers (above) give it good marks. Fourth-grade nutrition students
(left) transform apples they’ve raised into fruit leather

Other students (below) collect seeds, double-dig.

Each class is responsible for two 4-"by 20-foot plots
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They study science
in their garden

The outdoor classsroom: does it work? spends one class a week in the garden and barn; two private foundations pay
Green Acres Schawol in Santa Cruz, Cali-  studying science, nutrition, or horticul- part-time salaries; and college students
fornia, answers “yes!” And students’ ture. In one year, a youngster might, and other volunteers contribute their time
scores, on standiard achievement tests, among other things, sow seeds in flats; and expertise. A nonprofit group called
support the endorsement. plant a tree; water, pick, and cook vegeta-  Friends of the Harvest helps finance the
This school’s outdoor program is called bles; raise baby chicks; help build a pond; ~ garden and assists other schools in setting
Project Life Lab.. Born of a 1970s enthu-  analyze soil to see what compost or ferti-  up similar learning centers.

siasm for schoolward gardening, it has lizer it needs; work on a solar oven (and  You can order the three-volume Growing
produced a gardem-based science curricu- bake in it); and prepare a dozen garden-  Clgssroom curriculum (it also tells how to
lum other schools can easily adopt. grown snacks. : establish—and fund—a school garden)
Setting for this learning laboratory is a 3- A federal grant funded the pilot program  directly from Life Lab; cost is $30, plus
acre garden—farmerly a packed-dirt for its first three years. The school district - $3 for shipping. Visitors are welcome by
parking lot—rightt on the school grounds. now pays two big costs: a teacher-direc- appointment, and in April there will be
Besides plots like those you see above, it  tor’s salary and basic operation expenses three training workshops for teachers.
includes a solar greenhouse, an open-air  (these are about $1,500 a year). To preregister or to request more infor-
kitchen, a recyclimg center, chicken coop, Qutside help, though, is essential: local —mation, write to Friends of the Harvest,
4-H barn, orchardi, a nature-study pond, businesses support the program by donat-  Project Life Lab, 966 Bostwick Lane,
apd a science museum. ing money, materials, and labor to build Santa Cruz, Calif. 95062, or telephone
Every third-, fomrth-, and fifth-grader special projects such as the greenhouse (408) 476-0319. a
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