Next Year

Council Refuses To Open

Reservoir To

. By Len Kiempnauer

if Santa Cruz fishermen had
thought of trying their hand at
pulling out some of the 200,000
trout planted in Newell creek
reservoir, they’d just better put
their rods and reels back in cold
storage——at least this season.

City councilman, feeling the
financial pinch of an empty pock-
et, declared last night they did
not have the funds to open the
upper portion of the reservoir.

But they said everything possi-
tle would be done to open the
facility next year for fishing as
well as for other recreational
uses.

“Our hands are more or less
tied by inadequate funds, said
Mayor Bert Snyder, “The water
department is in the red.

“But the facilities will be
made available whenever funds
become available.”

Water Department Director
Wes Webber said costs needed to
develop the temporary facility
for fishing purposes would run
from $7000 to $10,000.

But Dave Sachau, president of
the Santa Cruz Rod and Gun club,
guestioned the estimated costs as
possibly being too high and put
forth a proposal that might offset
the costs.

He said a parking lot near the
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reservoir could handle 100 cars
for 60 days of fishing at $1 per
vehicle, thereby ecreating $6000
which would balance the costs.

The council, however, said it
did not have the money even to
start the project.

City Attorney John Barber said
inadequately prepared access
roads create a state of liability
and the city might be in store for
a number of suits.

Councilman George Wilson said
the city had obligated ifself to
develop an overall recreational
area at the reservoir and not just
a place for fishing.

‘We can’t do this halfway,”
Wilson said, prior to moving that
the fishing proposal be denied be-
cause of lack of funds.

Dr. John Daly said he was
against opening the area this
year “just as a matter of dollars
and cents.”

Robert Warne said it would be
two months hefore an application
to open the area could be ap-
proved by the state and he gques-
tioned the -amount of fishing that
might be done during July and
August when the water in the up-
per fishing area would warm and
the fish would head to the lower
end of the reservoeir.

The council insisted that de-
velopment of the area would get
under way when $300,000 in state
funds to help pay for the dam is
acquired.

The state moneys, as stated by
Webber, would not go for devel-
opment of the recreation pro-
posal but would, however, free
other funds that would be used
for this purpose. ‘

Game Warden Forrest McDer-
mott said the city had obligated

itself to provide facilities and
couldn’t live up to them now. He
added thnat, if the water depart.
ment couldn't handle the fo

Mayor Snyder said the dam
project had cost more than was
estimated and that’s why money
to get the recreation program
under way was mot available.
He said if comtrol of the avea
was switched (o another de-
partment, it might be 16 years
instead of next year before the
reservoir wonld he epened to
the public,

The motion for denial was ap-
proved unanimously.
. Wilson, in the pre-council meet-
ing, warned that there would be
tough sledding for any city em-
ploye or official who was caznght

peaching in the reservoir.’




