' By BUD O’BRIEN

months of tedious hag-
sling over the project’s details,

eared for a while Tuesda

way had finally been

cleared for the construction of a
; ational vehicle park-

ground-swimming pool
on county-owned prop-

y in Live Oak. :

- But Supervisor Dan Forbus

iscovered after the board had

the project that he had just
ded the maJorxty of

i still cost more than

oceed are still good;
Forbus promised represen%a-

tives of the developers — the .
Santa Cruz Aquatics Team °

(SCAT) — he would immedi-

‘ately set to work to clear away

_the one remaining roadblock.

“Meanwhile, Forbus advised
SCAT to begin right away with

_‘the preliminary work on the site

since the board had granted the ¢

necessary permits for »-»Ehe

_project.

SCAT has been workmg ‘for i
‘more than two years to come up

- with a plan for - building
';?ﬁlympxc sxze swrmmmg

owned by that company,

located on 17th Avenue. SCAT\

the pool to. accommo

e open
times w@he pub&

‘adjourned that the conditions for

f Superv1sors ‘to approve A

“ﬁhe most onerous one. SCAT

;gg a_nonsprofit arga-' p—

nization composed of people in
the . eommumty whe _are .inter- ol

ested in promotmg swimming
programs, it didn’t have a lot of
money. To raise the money
needed, it came up with the idea
of using part of the property as a
site_for a recreational vehlc}e
park and campground and to-use
the revenue from those uses to
build and operate the pool

SCAT managed to raise the
equivalent of about $500,000 by
obtaining a grant of a litle

more than $200,000 from an'

organization called Coastal Caﬁ-
servancy—and a pledge of
donated labor of about $300,000
'from county labor organiza-

SCAT figured it could b,mld
te RV park and campground
ith the money and labor it.had .
n offered, provided some Ofa
e conditions the county had
mpesed on the project could be
ied or delayed. One major

',cendltxon that a left-turn lane .

be installed on 17th Avenue toi
prevxde access to the site,

the $70,000 cost of that condition
would put.the project so far over
budget that it couldn’t be built.

But Forbus apparently thougm

i 4he ‘had overcome that obstacle

8, during Tuesday’s board
sion, he persuaded his cel-
eagues (with Supervisor Gary
on balking at a couple of his
ests) to delay the imple-
ation of some of the condi-.

“tions' until the RV park and
‘eampground had been installed

and revenue had begun coming
.-He talked the board into

delaymg for a year conditions

calling for landscaping and the

blacktopping of parts of tBe

park and campground.
Forbus didn’t ask that tﬁe

‘eémﬂtlon calling for . installing
the" left-turn lane be held up.
When SCAT spokesman Diek
Little asked him about it after -

the meeting, Forbus said he

_believed that with the savings
~his other metions had achieved
e‘embmed“ thh donated labcg 'f

servancy would be w1thd

adv:sed SCAT to get to WW»
“the projec :

t-turn lane prO}ect f

,}cor&idn’t be . accomplished by
~ volunteer labor,

since the job
couldn’t be done during odd
hours oron ‘'weekends..

Little said flatly that with the
condition for the left-turn lane
still - in; ‘éffect, ' SCAT wouldni’t
have enpugh ‘money to build the
project as approved. He said the"
$200,000 grant from Coastal Cen-

it had the resowrces to meet a%l
the conditions imposed
project.

Taken aback, Forbus no, e -
less professed to believe the
problem could still be QVQﬁ“-
come. He said he would leok at '
various options, possibly even
getting the left-turn pro;ect in
the county road budget since it
would be serving a- pubhcrsl ‘
ation site.

In the meantime,

Forbus.
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