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Here's 2 year by-year run--

down on the history of the Capi-i,

tol National Begonia Festival:
-1953—The - first - festival = was

launched as the brainchild of *

Mrs. Pat - Antonelli- 'and - Mrs.
John Benias.. Miss. Vera Blae-
holder reigned as queen

1954 — Capxtola businessmen
developed the idea of publicizing
the inild uniform: weather ' con--

litions of Capxtola which de-

du elop- and produce the- area S
- beautiful- begomas. ‘Mrs.: John -

Benias was the: festival director::

of 1954, and: Jeanette Hayford
vas crowned queen

“Begonia Festival | A's s ociation .-
was formed as a chartered- co
poration to’ publicize the festi-"

val and Capitola . alike.” Lewis -

Deasy was named president and
Edna Messini-‘was . picked ‘as’
director. Sandy Katz was crown- S5
ed queen. 5 :

-1963—The Fsetival was. direct) 15 
“ed by Deasy and Al Haller serv-:

ed as president of the associa- '’
tion. - Laura Anderson rexgned__;j‘

- as queen.

T 1968 — Vanette O’Neil direct-.
. ed the festival, over which-Pa-
tricia Merritt rexgned as-queen: .’

- Arline - Aluffi was: presxdent of =

e the association.




