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Water users
can- appeal

penalties

The Santa Cruz city water
department is handing out some
stiff penalties to customers who
use too much water this summer.

But there is an appeal
procedure for residents and
business men who feel ‘the
penalty is incorrect or un-
justified.

The appeal is a three-step
procedure. Customers should:

—Pick up a penalty billing
adjustment request form from
room 105 of the Santa Cruz city
hall. Forms must be picked up in
person, except in hardship cases.

—When the form has been
completed with all required in-
formation and any supporting
material, return it to the water
department, room 105 of city hall.
—All completed penalty ad-
justment ' requests will be

reviewed and customers notified
of the determination.

, Soft water

L Soft watér can now be made

uitable for watering plants,
according to the University of
alifornia Agricultural Ex-
tension. Inferior-quality house-
hold wastewater is widely being
used to keep plants alive, but
chemically softened water has
been an exception.

Normally, because of its high
sodium, (salt) content, soft water
can cause soils to become less
permeable, and can cause leaves

of sodium-sensitive plants to

burn.
Norman C. Welch, University
of California Farm Advisor,
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for watering plants

-tainer. Stirring it will dissolve th¢

usable

states that homeowners can treat
their softened water to restorg
the calcium that was presen
before softening removed it. The
treatment is simple. By adding
calcium to the water, the effect of
the sodium in soft  water is
nullified.

. Gypsum (calcmm sulfate),
avaxlable at most nurseries, is
inexpensive and safe for thl‘,i
purpose. According to Roy
Branson, University of Californizj
Water and Soil Specialist, ‘gypf
sum is safe in its relatively lov
solubility, yet enough of it can be
dissolved to treat softened waters
effectively. One-half leve
teaspoon per gallon of softenec]
water, or one tablespoon per siy
gallons, should be sufficien* «
supply the necessary calci
and change softened water to arj
unsoftened state. It would then bq
safe to use.

A convenient alternative t
measuring the gypsum for eac
batch of water treated, would b
to always keep some gypsum i
the bottom of the water con

necessary gypsum, and the ex
cess can be allowed to settle fo!
the treatment of the next batch o
water.




