A proposed charter drastically changing the form of county
government will apparently not make the Nov. 6 ballot.

Proponents of the charter asked supervisors this morning tc
put the issue before voters this fall, but the board would only act
to formally receive the charter, and did.not take steps to allow it
on the ballot.

The board has until Aug. 24 to put the charter on the ballot,
however three members of the board this morning made it clear
they do not like a number of provisions in the document.

It was presented by R. W. Johnson, a co-author of the
charter which was commissioned by Public Trust, a con-
servative government watchdog group. Johnson urged the board
to set an election because the charter form of government would
ssave the county $3 million” a year, he said. \

The charter proposal calls for seven supervisors, elected by
countywide vote, as opposed to five district-chosen supervisors
currently. There would be seven county departments, according
to the charter, no county administrator, and the offices of
treasurer and auditor would be combined.

Supervisor Gary Patton, who in a radio speech said the
charter was written specifically to benefit “‘real estate develop-
ests’ and to do away with the county’s growth
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