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. Incorporation talk =

THE INCORPORATION of Aptos as a city in its own rightisasub- -

__ ject which comes up periodically, usually when Someone getsmadat .

the county government. . * AT beregia
It’s an idea with a great deal of attraction, for it provides an area -

i in this case, that nebulosity known as Aptos — with an identity. If |

incorporated, Aptos would become a town with definable borders in-
stead of a loose alliance of neighborhoods whose only common bond
is their midcounty location. ~ : Al

- With incorporation, it is argued, would come_' autonomy. Aptos -

residents would be “‘out from under the heel”’ of county government,

. in the words of one Aptos Chamber of Commerce member. It would

- befreeof a board of supervisors “that’s going to kill us,” in the wor- -

ds of another. People in Aptos would be masters of their own des- -
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That is the drill favored by those who want incorporation. These
are arguments which sound convincing about the time people get
their tax bills or when the supervisors pass an ordinance which gives -

7’

" some property owners the willies, such as the recent action concern-
-ing septic tanks. ' gtk

*_But the other side of the incorporation coin deserves inspection,
also« . ! : = ‘

- “Getting out from under.thev county’s heel”’ may be more of an-

illusion than a reality should incorporation be accomplished. A new
city would be immediately responsible for its own streets and law

- enforcement — two very expensive items in a city’sbudget. - -
.. The new city could organize its own police and road departments, - -
- but it’s unlikely it would do S0, in the formative years at least. The
- sensible alternative would be to contract with the county for the ser-

vices, which is hardly getting out from under its heel. The fledgling
city would be dependent upon the county for a number of other ser- .
vices as well, which makes total escape from its influence an im-
possibility. . e T . B it A
In the final analysis, incorporation for Aptos merely means the

.. imposition of one layer of government on top of another. -

The situation would be somewhat different if Aptos was an iden-

; tifiable neighborhood with a central core to bind it together, but it’s

anything but that. It’s hard to imagine the residents in such diverse
areas as Rio del Mar-Seascape, the village, Seacliff, the flats, and = -
Aptos Terrace-Vienna Woods-Park Wilshire ever finding enough

common ground to make them want to give up their relatively -
ungoverned state. There’s certainly no evidence of a groundswell of 3

- . suchopinion. _ ‘- : 3% T o 2 g d >
;. Asthe southerner angered by damnyankee foolishness finds com- it
- fort in talk of secession, so do harried midcounty taxpayers find ~
e '.,'s‘Olac_einsu¢htalk—butit’sjustnotpractical; DN SEIINERL R
| 7. Perhaps they can better adapt Winston Churchill’s definition of = -

emocracy to,_their'unincol"por'ated__conditionfit’s.the worst form of g

e is — except all others.
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