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Money is the main issue for Aptos incorporation

* By DONALD MILLER
" Sentinel Staff Writer
APTOS — If an incorporated city
is ever to be economically feasible,
state revenue-sharing funds will hold
" the keys to the kingdom of Aptos, say

_ backers.
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Since Aptos — the city, as planned
byincorpotaﬁonadvocates—woum
| come into this world without any
"“industrial tax base to speak of and
~with a relatively insubstantial com-
‘mercial tax base, sources of revenue

Recognizing that money is the
main issue, the incorporation com-
mittee has taken three steps to try to
persuade area residents — who
would have to vote on whether to

‘incorporate_ — that the idea is

E

One was to hire a Berkeley con-

Sulting firm, which will issue a

report before the first of

the year on the feasibility of in-

corporation.

* ‘l\eseeondwastodrawupthe

with the aid of the head

of the-county Local Agency Forma-

dion Commission (LAFCO), which

xill have responsibility for approv-
m the incorporation.

~ Backers say that areas that might

The rules of incorporation

SANTA CRUZ — Advocates of incorporating Aptos
into a city are going about the governmental process
in the right way, according to the county official who
would have to review and report on an application for
incorporation.

‘““They're doing it correctly,”” said Pat McCormick,
executive director of the Local Agency Formation
Commission (LAFCO).

McCormick has been meeting with incorporation
backers as they drew up a proposed-boundaries map
of the planned city.

He said he expressed a ‘‘private opinion’’ to the
backers on what LAFCO would and would not like to
see in the proposed boundaries. “‘I certainly didn’t
confer LAFCO’s blessing,” said McCormick on Mon-
day, adding, ‘‘I'm available to anybody pro or con,
who wants to talk about the process.”

Before LAFCO can consider any incorporation,

signatures of 25 percent of the residents of the

proposed city. LAFCO would then verify the signa-

tures with the county Elections Office, McCormxck

_said.

If the petition was found to be valid, LAFCO would
then study the proposed incorporation and, eventu-
ally, issue a-report to be considered by LAFCO
commissioners.

McCormick noted that there have been no in-
corporation applications since LAFCO was formed in
1965

Backers have been looking toward a trio of small
Contra Costa County cities — Orinda, Danville and
San Ramon — as models for the Aptos-incorporation

. McCormick said this was wise, since
LAFCO will look for ‘‘reality comparisons’ with
other éommunities and counties if and when the
Aptos application is presented.

backers will have to submit a petition bearing the

$2.5 million, which would leave the
city with a surplus of $1.5 million.
That much of a surplus, say -in-
corporation backers, is necessary
because of the way the state dis-
burses funds to cities. In the first
eight years, revenue-sharing funds
are based on three times the number

of registered voters. After that, the

tundingdropstoreﬂectthetow

nell estimated last week the city
would have slightly more than 11,500
registered voters and a population of
18,000, making it the third largest
cityhtheeomty,hehhdﬂamm
and Watsonville.

The $4 million in revenue esti-

mated by the incorporaﬁm gronp
includes tax revenue of $1,666,000.
This figure would include $800,000 in
property taxes, sales tax of $650,000
and transit taxes of

$325,000 — mainly from the Seacliff
lmmtelamtvaﬂmsummerren—

— Soquel Creek Water District. In
addition, sanitation for the Aptos
area is provided through the Santa
Cruz sewer system. Residents of
Aptos would not have to pay
ditional money to bring in
urban services.

Incorporation backers got a sig-
nificant boost last week with the
announcement of a proposal by coun-
ty Sheriff Al Noren to set up a 17-
officer police substation for the city.

Noren’s proposal might significantly
the expenditures faced by

y ad-
these

Aptos.

County supervisors have asked
Noren for a copy of his proposal to
the Aptos incorporation committee.

And now, following the defeat
Tuesday of Measure C — a ballot
proposal to impose special fees on
property owners in the unin-
corporated areas in the county to pay
for increased sheriff's patrols — in-
corporation backers can use Noren's
plan as a selling point for cityhood.

McConnell said Wednesday that
while he was in favor of Measure C,
an incorporated city of Aptos would
offer ‘“a lot more service” than

in the ballot measure. And,
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fields. The map also encompasse
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the county. —

The county has moved to legally
ensure it will get the revenue from
these two projects, and incorpora-
tion backers say they are not count-
ing on revenue from either in their
early financial charts for the city.

At the same time, they say they
are taking ‘““no position’* as a group
anwhethuthetwopmjecnm
be built.

Some backers, howeve:, ne not
discounting the potential of future
revenue from the two developments.

The county has drawn up an ordi-
nance that would prohibit a ‘mly
mcorporaﬁngcltyorumexingdty
from enacting any policy in regard to
Wingspread that would cost the
county money. The ordinance, how-
ever, needs state legislative ap-
proval, a far-from-certain prospect.

Including Wingspread and the
benchlands in the city’s boundaries
hasupolitical ramifications to it, as
well.

Wingspread, in particular, has
boiled over into a political blood-

" letting, with opponents of the de-

velopment charging that Aptos
Supervisor Robley Levy has sold out
the area by providing the crucial
swing vote toward approval.

Levy, however, has called for a
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county’s Sheriff’s Office. .
The incorporation committee .is
hosting a public forum Nov. 12 at Rio
del Mar School, where a consultant
hired to do a prelimary study on the
feasibility of incorporation will
answer questions. »



