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No fungus found

in chrysanthemums
BY DALE RODEBAUGH « 3 P! i =
Mercury News Staf{ Writer A5 | poRl

An inspection by state agrlcul-
tural officials last week thut
found no trace of white rust fun-
gus in Santa Cruz County’s two
remaining chrysanthemum nurs-
eries could mean the lifting of a
3-year-old quarantine, county .Ag-
ricultural Commissioner Ddvid
Moeller said Thursday.

In Santa Clara County, the (m}y
other California county subject to
the white rust quardntme a clean
bill of health is further way, ac-
cording to Deputy Agricultural
Commissioner Kevin O’Day.

What quarantine means ’

When a greehhouse is qua
tined, it means that no pldnt.s‘
from there may be sold. Growers
must destroy all, infested stock
and follow a strmgcnt fumlgat,mn
program. s

Moeller said that in addition w0
an end of the quarantine, a t%
on residential mum cultiva '
and retail sales in the county that
was imposed last fall is to be lift-.
ed May 31. He attributed. t,he,
ban’s effectiveness to the q
response of home gardeners
retailers to a request to desm
all stocks of chrysanthemums.

A mailing of 60,000 notices deu
scribing the peril of white rust
was followed by 25,000 door-to-
door inspections, Moeller said.
Response was good because in-"
spectors didn’t treat people with
chrysanthemums as ‘“bad guys i
. he said. o

Saps plant’s strength

. White rust, which feeds only on®
chrysanthemums is a fungus t}mt
- appears on the underside of thé
leaf. It saps the strength of the
- plant and mars its beauty, muk«-
~ ing it unmarketable. e

Santa Clara County mum grow— ;
ers sell some $10 million worth o’t
flowers annually — about one-'
third of the national total. The'
majority of county mum green-
houses are in San Martin, Morgan
Hill and Milpitas.

Chrysanthemums are a mmpr
crop in Santa Cruz County, com-

- pared to Santa Clara and Santa’
Barbara counties. Moeller said'a

. number of chrysanthemum grow- &

. ers in Santa Cruz County got out
of the business because the cost
of complymg with quarantife’
provisions was not worth it:fi-
nancially.

The fungus remains a problgm
in Santa Clara County, accordmg
to O’Day.

Currently, six of the countys *
65 mum growers have fungus
problems, O’Day said.
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